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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas it should be recalled that the bioeconomy is an important sector within the 
internal market offering additional benefits regarding sustainability, competitiveness and 
the reduction of import dependency in terms of both energy and raw materials;

1. Believes that a lack of coordination has limited the exploitation of synergies and 
economies of scale with regard to the bioeconomy in the Union; stresses that the Union 
can add value by encouraging and facilitating cooperation through networks and funding 
programmes; considers, however, that this does not necessitate a top-down approach since 
the bioeconomy will develop via an integrated approach across all levels, local, Member 
State and Union;

2. Welcomes, in this regard, the Commission’s recent announcement of the launching of a 
bioeconomy observatory to map regional, national and EU policies in this area, as well as 
its call for experts to apply to join the European Bioeconomy Panel;

3. Believes that at Union level greater synergies and complementarities must be developed 
with other policy areas and programmes, particularly Horizon 2020 and the CAP;

4. Welcomes the intention to bridge the gap between research and innovation within Horizon 
2020 and also to reduce barriers to interdisciplinary research and joint programmes, given 
the wide range of end-products within the bioeconomy, i.e. energy and industrial products;

5. Considers that for bioenergy sources to be successful in the longer term they must be able 
to compete on both price and quality under normal market conditions; welcomes the 
ongoing revision of the Union’s biofuel legislation in order to ensure that the GHG 
emissions associated with Indirect Land Use Change (ILUC) are taken into account when 
setting and calculating targets;

6. Calls on industry to drive the development of the bioeconomy in the Union, and therefore 
calls for the creation of a more business-friendly environment, through such measures as 
reducing time to market, aligning research and innovation policies with the needs of 
specific sectors, improving access to risk finance, particularly for SMEs, and encouraging 
entrepreneurship in the sector; 

7. Believes that public finance has a role to play in leveraging capital from the private sector 
to support commercialisation within the biotech sector.


