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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that cohesion policy will play a key role in implementing the measures necessary 
to achieve the Union’s target of saving 20 % of primary energy consumption by 2020;

2. Notes that the primary objective of cohesion policy remains the reduction of the economic 
and social disparities between regions and considers that energy efficiency policies should 
not interfere with this objective; stresses that some of the EU’s poorest regions may have 
different priorities and require investment in other areas first;

3. Points out that investment in energy efficiency has the potential to contribute to economic 
growth, employment, innovation and a reduction in energy poverty in households, and can 
therefore make a positive contribution to economic, social and territorial cohesion; 

4. Is concerned about recent developments in countries such as Bulgaria, where high energy 
prices have caused social unrest, and calls for targeted measures to make energy 
affordable for ordinary citizens;

5. Emphasises in particular the potential social benefits of investments in energy efficiency 
as they can contribute to reducing energy bills for the socially disadvantaged; 

6. Recalls in particular the energy saving potential of public buildings and housing, which 
represent 40 % of the Union’s final energy consumption and urges Member States to 
swiftly adopt long-term strategies beyond 2020 for mobilising investment in the 
renovation of residential and commercial buildings with a view to improving the energy 
performance of the building stock, as required by Directive 2012/27/EU;

7. Invites Member States to make full use of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund to 
trigger investments in energy efficiency improvement measures; 

8. Calls on Member States to facilitate the establishment of financing facilities for energy 
efficiency improvement measures to maximise the benefits of multiple streams of 
financing, as required by Directive 2012/27/EU; calls on the Commission to assist 
Member States in setting up financing facilities and to facilitate the exchange of best 
practice between the competent national or regional authorities or bodies;

9. Is concerned about the recent findings of the Court of Auditors, which indicate that 
cohesion policy investments in energy efficiency have not been cost-effective; 

10. Calls on the Commission to implement without delay the recommendations made by the 
Court of Auditors that cohesion policy funding for energy efficiency measures be made 
subject to a proper needs assessment, regular monitoring and the use of comparable 
performance indicators, as well as the use of transparent project selection criteria and 
standard investment costs per unit of energy to be saved, with a maximum acceptable 
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simple payback period.


