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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

In amendments by Parliament, amendments to draft acts are highlighted in 
bold italics. Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant 
departments showing parts of the draft act which may require correction 
when the final text is prepared – for instance, obvious errors or omissions in 
a language version. Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.

The heading for any amendment to an existing act that the draft act seeks to 
amend includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line 
identifying the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend. 
Passages in an existing act that Parliament wishes to amend, but that the draft 
act has left unchanged, are highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament 
wishes to make in such passages are indicated thus: [...].
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on a 
European Union energy-efficiency labelling programme for office equipment amending 
Regulation (EC) No 106/2008 on a Community energy-efficiency labelling programme 
for office equipment
(COM(2012)0109 – C7-0077/2012 – 2012/0049(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2012)0109),

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 194(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament 
(C7-0077/2012),

– having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of 25 April 
20121,

– after consulting the Committee of the Regions,

– having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
(A7-0000/2012),

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
national parliaments.

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – point 2
Regulation (EC) No 106/2008
Article 6 – paragraph 1

                                               
1 Not yet published in the Official Journal.
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. For the duration of the Agreement 
central government authorities within the 
meaning of Directive 2004/18/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
31 March 2004 on the coordination of 
procedures for the award of public works 
contracts, public supply contracts and 
public service contracts, shall, without 
prejudice to Union and national law and 
economic criteria, specify energy-
efficiency requirements not less demanding 
than the Common Specifications for public 
supply contracts having a value equal to or 
greater than the thresholds laid down in 
Article 7 of that Directive. This Article 
shall apply without prejudice to the 
provisions laid down in Article 5 and 
Annex III(f) of the Directive […./../EU] of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council on energy efficiency and repealing 
Directive 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC.

1. For the duration of the Agreement 
contracting authorities as defined in 
Article 1(9) of Directive 2004/18/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
31 March 2004 on the coordination of 
procedures for the award of public works 
contracts, public supply contracts and 
public service contracts, shall, without 
prejudice to Union and national law and 
economic criteria, specify energy-
efficiency requirements not less demanding 
than the Common Specifications for public 
supply contracts having a value equal to or 
greater than the thresholds laid down in 
Article 7 of that Directive. This Article 
shall apply without prejudice to the 
provisions laid down in Article 5 and 
Annex III(f) of the Directive […./../EU] of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council on energy efficiency and repealing 
Directive 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC.

Or. en

Justification

The provision on public procurement should be strengthened by extending its scope.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

1.) Introduction

In 2000, the EU and the US signed an Agreement on the coordination of energy-efficiency 
labelling programmes for office equipment. The Agreement, which was renewed in 2006 for a 
second 5-year period, provides for the setting up of the ENERGY STAR programme in the 
EU. Accordingly, the programme has been jointly managed by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Commission, including cooperating on the development of 
product specifications and the mutual recognition of products registered in the EU and the US. 
In the EU, the programme has been implemented by Regulation No 106/2008 on a 
Community energy efficiency labelling programme for office equipment1.

As an integral part of the EU's energy efficiency policy, the programme has helped moving 
the market for office equipment towards greater efficiency and save consumers money. 
Calculations indicate that ENERGY STAR reduced the electricity consumption of new office 
equipment sold within the EU between 2008 and 2011 by approximately 16% and it is 
estimated that by 2020, the programme will help to reduce the energy consumption of 
computers, displays and imaging equipment in use in the EU by more than 30%2. 

2.) Commission Proposal

Before the expiry of the Agreement in December 2011, the Commission entered into 
negotiations for a new Agreement continuing the ENERGY STAR programme for a third 
period of five years, which were concluded in November 2011. It is the main purpose of this 
proposal to adapt the Regulation implementing the ENERGY STAR programme to the new 
Agreement. 

Most of the proposed changes are technical adaptations, such as the updating of references to 
existing legislation, certain clarifications and the merging of Articles. The only substantial 
change results from the introduction, through the new Agreement, of two separate product 
registration systems in the EU, which maintains self-certification by manufacturers, and the 
US, which decided to move to third-party certification. Consequently, the principle of mutual 
recognition will no longer be applicable and Article 4(4) of Regulation No 106/2008 must to 
be deleted.

3.) Rapporteur's assessment

Your Rapporteur welcomes the successful conclusion of negotiations for a new Agreement 
extending the ENERGY STAR programme and recognises the need to adapt Regulation No 
106/2008 accordingly.

                                               
1 OJ L 39, 13.02.2008, p1
2 COM(2011)337 final
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In light of the above, the Rapporteur would agree with the amendments proposed by the 
Commission. However, one additional issue remains to be addressed: Manufacturers have 
indicated that the requirement for authorities to purchase office equipment at least as efficient 
as ENERGY STAR has been the primary driver for participation in the programme as many 
of them take part in public tenders. Therefore, the Commission outlined in its Communication 
on the implementation of the programme1 that it should be considered to strengthen the 
relevant provisions by extending their scope beyond central government authorities. 

However, in the present proposal the Commission does not address this issue, pointing out 
that comprehensive energy efficiency requirements for public procurement are instead 
foreseen in the proposal for a Directive on Energy Efficiency2. Yet, these requirements have 
been significantly watered down by the Council during the negotiations between co-
legislators, which were concluded recently. Under these changed circumstances, your 
Rapporteur considers it appropriate to propose an amendment to extend the scope of 
ENERGY STAR to cover not only central government but also regional and local authorities, 
in order to increase the incentives for manufacturers to participate in the programme, such as 
originally envisaged by the Commission. 

                                               
1 COM(2011)337 final
2 COM(2011)370 final


