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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas Internet governance has important public policy implications, given the way in 
which the Internet has transformed the lives and working environments of millions of 
Europeans,

B. whereas the Internet has become a critical resource and any serious disruption in service 
can have major effects on society and the economy,

C. whereas, in connection with Internet governance, the private sector has so far had a 
prevailing and positive guiding role; whereas, however, the role of public bodies should 
be strengthened when defining overall strategy,

1. Supports the leading role of the private sector in the development of the Internet and 
emphasises that governments should not be involved in decisions regarding day-to-day 
operation of the Internet;

2. Stresses, however, the important role and responsibilities of governments in creating and 
pursuing effective policies of general interest and in defending the public interest;

3. Stresses the importance of the Internet as a public service; reaffirms the need to guarantee 
free access and to overcome all digital divide phenomena; recognises that the open and 
interoperable architecture of the Internet is to a large extent the result of governance 
decisions made by engineers and scientists, rather than politicians and bureaucrats;

4. Recognises that ICANN1 has succeeded in guaranteeing the stability of the Domain Name 
System;

5. Considers that the Commission should strive to ensure increased transparency and 
accountability of ICANN vis-à-vis the global Internet community, and not only vis-à-vis
the US Government;

6. Calls on all parties involved in the discussions on ICANN accountability to ensure that 
changes in no way jeopardise the key Internet governance principles as set out by the 
Commission2, notably with regard to the participation of states that do not respect these 
principles;

7. Welcomes recent developments allowing the use of the non-Latin script in domain names 
as an important step towards a globally inclusive and multilingual Internet;

                                               
1 Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers.
2 COM(2009) 277, p. 5.
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8. Stresses that Internet governance principles should take into consideration both the need 
to protect copyright and other fundamental rights, such as freedom of expression, data 
protection, privacy and the fight against discrimination, racism and xenophobia; stresses 
the need for EU law to secure the protection of copyright, human rights and basic 
freedoms;

9. Deplores the fact that increasing use of Internet networks does not yet go hand in hand 
with rules allowing users to manage the personal data they put on those networks;

10. Stresses that the success of social networks, together with the Internet’s technical 
capacities in terms of memory and data processing, is giving rise to problems of data 
retention and the use of archived data; deplores the fact, in this respect, that there is 
currently no ‘right to forget’ on the Internet.
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