
AD\861680EN.doc PE454.702v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Legal Affairs

2010/2245(INI)

23.3.2011

OPINION
of the Committee on Legal Affairs

for the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

on Innovation Union: Transforming Europe for a post-crisis world
(2010/2245(INI))

Rapporteur: Cecilia Wikström



PE454.702v02-00 2/5 AD\861680EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\861680EN.doc 3/5 PE454.702v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas Europe needs a modern, affordable and well functioning system of intellectual 
property rights protection in order to promote innovation and strengthen our 
competitiveness,

B. whereas IPR constitute a major prerequisite for capital-intensive research, development 
and innovation,

C. whereas the biggest opportunity to strengthen innovation in Europe with respect to 
intellectual property rights is the creation of the EU patent,

D. whereas a modern Union trademark system is essential in order to protect the values 
represented by investments made by European companies in design, creation and 
innovation,

1. Given the Council’s failure to reach a unanimous decision on the translation arrangement 
for the EU patent, welcomes the Council decision to authorise enhanced cooperation in 
the area of the creation of unitary patent protection adopted following a request made by 
several Member States, which allows participating Member States to establish a patent 
valid in all participating countries; calls on all Member States to join in the enhanced 
cooperation; encourages its swift adoption and implementation to support innovation and 
strengthen European competitiveness on a global scale;

2. Urges the Commission to focus on ensuring that SMEs can make efficient use of 
intellectual and industrial property rights;

3. Welcomes the Commission proposals to develop a European knowledge market for 
patents and licensing by the end of 2011;

4. Notes that market fragmentation in the cultural and creative sectors is in part due to the 
cultural diversity and language preferences of consumers;

5. Emphasises that current licensing practices contribute to the fragmentation of the EU 
internal market; notes that although progress has been made, consumers’ demand for 
multi-territory and multi-repertoire licences for cross-border and online uses has not been 
satisfactorily addressed;

6. Emphasises that more efficient and less costly licensing processes through interoperable 
technological platforms will ensure wider dissemination of cultural and creative content 
and provide higher royalties to creators while, at the same time, being beneficial to 
intermediaries and service providers;

7. Recalls that the objective of the EU is to promote the cultural and creative industries both 
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online and offline and considers that the widespread use of pan-European licences in 
accordance with market and consumers’ demands should be the goal and that, if this 
cannot be achieved within a short time frame, a comprehensive assessment of necessary 
legislation to deal with all potential obstacles to the creation of an effective EU internal 
market, including the principle of territoriality, should be undertaken;

8. Welcomes the Commission revision of the Union trademark system and encourages the 
Commission to ensure that the relevant steps are taken to ensure that trademarks can 
benefit from the same level of protection in the online and offline environment;

9. Takes the view that the Commission should take into account the specific problems 
encountered by SMEs when it comes to asserting their intellectual property rights in 
accordance with the principle of ‘Think Small First’ established by the Small Business 
Act for Europe, inter alia by applying the principle of non-discrimination for SMEs;

10. Takes the view that well functioning enforcement of IPR increases the incentives for 
companies to develop innovative products and therefore increases the range of goods and 
services available to consumers;

11. Urges the Commission to follow the recommendation of the Expert Group on the Interim 
Evaluation of the Seventh Framework Programme that a moratorium on new instruments 
should be considered until the existing ones have been sufficiently developed and 
adequately evaluated, and care should be taken to avoid a confusing proliferation of 
instruments;

12. Considers that, in order to guarantee the success of the new instruments for innovation 
that are going to be developed under the EU2020 strategy, it is necessary to approve clear 
and specific 'Rules of Participation' that include an obligatory proportion of small 
enterprises;

13. Asks the Commission to present to Parliament an external evaluation of the innovation 
instruments created under the Seventh Framework Programme, such as, for example, 
technological platforms and JETIs (Joint European Technology Initiatives), and considers 
that the evaluation should cover activities, calls for proposals, innovation projects, results 
(if any) and the economic contribution from public and private funds.
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