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Under Article 6 of the Protocol No 2 on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, any national parliament may, within eight weeks from the date of 
transmission of a draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission a reasoned opinion stating why it considers that the draft in 
question does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
compliance with the subsidiarity principle.

Please find attached, for information, a reasoned opinion by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of 
Sweden on the above-mentioned proposal.
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ANNEX

Reasoned opinion by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden 

The Riksdag defends the basic principle that the tax sovereignty of Member States must be 
protected.
Article 113 of the TFEU gives the EU the competence to adopt provisions for the 
harmonisation of legislation concerning turnover taxes, excise duties and other forms of 
indirect taxation to the extent that such harmonisation is necessary to ensure the establishment 
and the functioning of the internal market and to avoid distortion of competition. The 
Commission’s proposal goes further than creating harmonisation. The aim of the proposal is 
to create a new revenue stream with the objective to gradually displace national contributions 
to the EU budget, leaving a lesser burden on national treasuries. On page 11 of the proposal 
under the heading ‘Budgetary implication’, the Commission writes the following: ‘The 
revenue arising from the FTT in the EU can be wholly or partly used as own resource for the 
EU Budget replacing certain existing own resources paid out of national budgets, which 
would contribute to budgetary consolidation efforts in the Member States. The Commission 
will separately present the necessary complementary proposals setting out how the FTT could 
be used as a source for the EU budget’.
The Riksdag shares the Swedish Government’s view that it falls within the national 
competence of each Member State to safeguard welfare by raising and using tax revenues in 
an appropriate way. Excessive application of the rules that give the Union legislative 
competence will ultimately lead to an undermining of the sovereignty of Member States with 
regard to retaining sufficient tax revenues to finance the welfare that individual Member 
States have chosen to provide for their residents. In other words, this is not just a case of 
harmonising laws in a field in which there is actually a need for measures, but of seeking to 
increase EU revenue within the framework of EU own resources.
The Riksdag considers that the Commission’s proposal, in its current form and with its current 
stated objectives, is not formulated in such a way that it can be regarded as compliant with the 
principle of subsidiarity.


