
CM\891305EN.doc PE480.843v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 – 2014

Committee on Legal Affairs

7.2.2012

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
(17/2012)

Subject: Reasoned opinion delivered by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden on the 
proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
establishing a programme for the competitiveness of enterprises and small and 
medium-sized enterprises (2014-2020)
(COM(2011)0834 – C7-0463/2011 – 2011/0394(COD))

Under Article 6 of Protocol No 2 on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, any national parliament may, within eight weeks from the date of 
transmission of a draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission a reasoned opinion stating why it considers that the draft in 
question does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for
compliance with the subsidiarity principle.

Please find attached, for information, a reasoned opinion by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of 
Sweden on the above-mentioned proposal.
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ANNEX 2

Reasoned opinion delivered by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden

The Riksdag first wishes to say that it welcomes the Commission’s efforts to further 
strengthen the competiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises.

It is, however, the Riksdag’s view that certain parts of the proposal that deal with improving 
access to markets inside and outside the EU do not comply with the subsidiarity principle. 
With regard to the Commission’s proposal to promote the development of exports for small 
and medium-sized enterprises, according to the government there is a lack of EU added value 
in relation to existing national trade promotion activities. The Riksdag agrees and takes the 
view that the EU should not extend its activities in this area because that would lead to a 
duplication of effort. The Commission’s most important role in commercial policy is to help 
boost free trade and to maintain effective, open trade provisions between the EU and other 
countries. In addition to the work against trade barriers this means that promotional activities 
should primarily be concentrated on the markets where the Member States are not themselves 
engaged in trade promotion.

The Riksdag thus finds that, in the part that concerns trade promotion activities, the 
Commission’s proposal does not comply with the subsidiarity principle.


