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Subject: Reasoned opinion of the French Senate on the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on Union guidelines for the development 
of the trans-European transport network
(COM(2011)0650 – C7-0375/2011 – 2011/0294(COD))

Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, any national parliament may, within eight weeks from the date of 
transmission of a draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission a reasoned opinion stating why it considers that the draft in 
question does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
compliance with the subsidiarity principle.

Please find attached, for information, a reasoned opinion by the French Senate on the above-
mentioned proposal.
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ANNEX

No 61

SENATE

30 January 2012

ORDINARY SESSION, 2011-2012

EUROPEAN RESOLUTION

CONTAINING A REASONED OPINION

on conformity with the principle of subsidiarity of the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on Union guidelines for the development of the 
trans-European transport network

Pursuant to Article 73 octies, paragraphs 4 and 5, of the Senate’s Rules of Procedure, the 
motion for a resolution by the Committee on Economic Affairs, worded as follows, has 
become a Senate resolution.

Chapter IV of the proposal for a regulation defines the procedures for the governance of ‘core 
network corridors’, which are the main trans-European strategic transport routes. Article 51 
provides for designation by the Commission of ‘European Coordinators’, who will be 
responsible for leading the implementation of these corridors. In addition, Article 53 
authorises the Commission to adopt implementing decisions for core network corridors.

Having regard to Article 88-6 of the Constitution,

The Senate makes the following comments:

- Speeding up completion of transport projects of European interest must be a priority. The 
delays frequently noted in recent years are not acceptable when they are due to 
administrations following different national procedures, inertia or under-implementation of 
EU appropriations. Such a concern, which is legitimately followed up by the Commission, has 
to be reconciled with the principle of subsidiarity. The Member States, with the local 
authorities, are the best placed to create conditions that will ensure that infrastructure projects 
are fully acceptable to the people living alongside them,

- Articles 170-172 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union give the Union  
competence to define the main guidelines and objectives of the trans-European networks. 
However, in accordance with the subsidiarity principle, they leave the Member States the 
responsibility of implementing projects of common interest, with the Union acting in support.

- Article 51 of the proposal for a regulation goes beyond this sharing of roles by giving the 
European Coordinator the task of leading the coordinated implementation of the corridors, in 
order to ensure respect for the timeline set in an implementing decision by the Commission, 
even in the case of a project that does not receive European funding.
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- The same criticism can be made of Article 53 of the proposal for a regulation, which 
authorises the Commission alone to adopt such implementing decisions, which could have an 
implications for a number of aspects, in particular planning, costs and the implementation 
timeline.

- An approach more in accordance with the principle of subsidiarity is found in Article 59 of 
the proposal for a regulation, which makes provision for intervention by the Commission if 
the work is late. Such a situation may in fact be a sign of a failure to act by one or more 
Member States.

The Senate therefore thinks that, as they stand, Articles 51 and 53 of proposal for a regulation 
E 6740 do not comply with Article 5 of the Treaty on European Union and Protocol No 2 
annexed thereto.

This text became a Senate resolution on 30 January 2012.

The President

Signed:

Jean-Pierre BEL


