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NOTICE TO MEMBERS
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Subject: Reasoned opinion by the French Senate on the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on periodic roadworthiness tests for 
motor vehicles and their trailers and repealing Directive 2009/40/EC
(COM(2012)0380 – C7-0186/2012 – 2012/0184(COD))

Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, any national parliament may, within eight weeks from the date of 
transmission of a draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission a reasoned opinion stating why it considers that the draft in 
question does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
matters relating to compliance with the subsidiarity principle.

Please find attached, for information, a reasoned opinion from the French Senate on the 
aforementioned proposal.
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ANNEX

No 13

SENATE

22 October 2012

ORDINARY SESSION, 2012-2013

EUROPEAN RESOLUTION

CONTAINING A REASONED OPINION

on the compliance with the subsidiarity principle of the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on periodic roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles 
and their trailers (COM(2012)0380)

Pursuant to Article 73g(4) and (5) of the Senate’s Rules of Procedure, the resolution adopted 
by the Senate’s Committee on Development, worded as follows, has become a Senate 
resolution:

See publications: Senate: 17 and 52 (2012-2013).
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Proposal for a regulation COM(2012)0380 has two aims:

– to cut road deaths by half by 2020;

– to cut carbon emissions linked to poor vehicle maintenance.

Having regard to Article 88(6) of the Constitution,

The Senate makes the following comments:

– the proposal seeks to establish a very high degree of harmonisation in respect of 
roadworthiness test rules, yet no convincing justifications are given for doing so. Given that 
technical faults in cars and motorbikes do not seem to be a major cause of road accidents, this 
move does not seem well founded;

– furthermore, scientific studies carried out in the countries in which this measure already 
applies have not shown that roadworthiness tests have any impact when it comes to cutting 
the number of motorcycle accidents; the data used by the Commission appear to come from 
sources with an interest in the text being adopted;

– the fact that, generally speaking, there is little cross-border motorcycle traffic means that 
there is no justification for introducing compulsory roadworthiness tests for motorcycles at 
European level;

– increasing the frequency of roadworthiness tests for cars seems to be inconsistent with the 
fact that, owing to technological developments, such tests are now more reliable over longer 
periods;

– since the oldest vehicles generally belong to drivers with low incomes, the proposal to step 
up testing would place a heavy burden on those car owners, and it should be for the individual 
Member States to judge whether this is the right thing to do;

The Senate therefore takes the view that the proposal for a regulation does not, in its present 
form, comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

This text became a Senate resolution on 22 October 2012.

Signed by the President of the Senate: Jean-Pierre Bel


