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Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, any national parliament may, within eight weeks from the date of 
transmission of a draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission a reasoned opinion stating why it considers that the draft in 
question does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
compliance with the subsidiarity principle.

Please find attached, for information, a reasoned opinion by the Swedish Parliament on the 
above-mentioned proposal.
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ANNEX

Reasoned opinion by the Swedish Parliament

The government considers that a number of the proposed measures can effectively help to 
increase security at European and national level. However, the government regards the 
proposals in the Directive as too comprehensive, far-reaching and disproportionately costly in 
relation to the anticipated results. Moreover, the proposals concern various sectors and levels 
within society. It should be a fundamental aim for the proposals in the Directive to be 
implemented on the basis of the preconditions which exist in the respective Member States. It 
should therefore not be mandatory to implement the measures.

The government’s overall conclusion is that the aim of a high common level of network and 
information security across the Union will not be achieved by means of mandatory legislation 
at EU level. The Union’s common network and information security can more readily be 
enhanced by means of non-mandatory measures, cooperation between Member States and 
active national measures. The government considers it doubtful how work on national 
strategies could become more effective thanks to EU legislation. In addition, effective 
network and information security often requires swift action at local level rather than EU-
centralised coordinated action.

Parliament shares the government’s opinion. Parliament considers that measures of the kind 
for which the proposal for a Directive concerning measures to ensure a high common level of 
network and information security in the Union provides should be the individual 
responsibility of each Member State in accordance with the subsidiarity principle. Parliament 
therefore considers that Commission proposal COM(2013) 48 breaches the subsidiarity 
principle.


