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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the presentation of the Commission communication entitled ‘Towards a 
comprehensive European framework for online gambling’ (COM(2012)0956) as a step 
towards ensuring that consumers have access to safe and properly regulated online 
services, and takes the view that efficient regulation of the online gambling sector should,
in particular, preclude risks of gambling addiction and ensure that gambling is proper, fair, 
responsible and transparent;

2. Points out that online gambling is a special kind of economic activity, to which internal
market rules, namely freedom of establishment and freedom to provide services, cannot 
fully apply; highlights the fact that the Member States have the right to regulate and 
control their gambling markets in accordance with European internal market legislation;

3. Underlines the importance of national licences for online gambling operators; considers 
that the Member States are best placed to act in this regard, in accordance with the 
principle of subsidiarity;

4. Recognises, however, the consistent jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the European 
Union, which emphasises that national controls should be enacted and applied in a 
consistent, proportionate and non-discriminatory manner;

5. Calls for the reinforcement of cooperation between Member States and national 
authorities, in particular as regards responsive enforcement measures and the prevention 
of money laundering;

6. Reaffirms its position that sports bets are a form of commercial use of sporting 
competitions, and recommends that the Commission and the Member States develop 
models to protect sporting competitions from any unauthorised commercial use, notably 
by recognising sports bodies’ property rights over the competitions they organise, not only 
in order to secure a fair financial return for the benefit of all levels of professional and 
amateur sport, but also as a way to strengthen the fight against match-fixing;

7. Considers that the approximation of criminal sanctions is essential to a pan-European 
approach to regulating the online gambling sector and, to this end, calls on the 
Commission to examine the appropriateness of bringing forward legislative proposals to 
establish minimum rules regarding the definition of criminal offences and sanctions in 
respect of unregulated online gambling and the fight against match-fixing, and crime 
associated with it, at EU level;

8. Calls on the Commission to bring forward selected legislative proposals in order to 
provide a legal framework that will create legal certainty for legitimate European 
businesses and protect consumers.


