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Amendment 1
Georgios Papanikolaou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the Commission 
Communication on the prevention of 
natural and man-made disasters; recalls 
that natural and man-made disasters affect 
all Member States and candidate countries 
and include, among other hazards, floods, 
storms, droughts, earthquakes, forest fires, 
extreme temperature events, volcanic 
eruptions, avalanches, landslides, 
technological and industrial accidents;

1. Welcomes the Commission 
Communication on the prevention of 
natural and man-made disasters; recalls 
that natural and man-made disasters affect 
all Member States and candidate countries 
and include, among other hazards1, floods, 
storms, droughts, tsunamis, earthquakes 2, 
forest fires, extreme temperature events, 
volcanic eruptions, avalanches, landslides, 
technological and industrial accidents, soil 
erosion, landslides, contamination of the 
subsoil and groundwater and pollution of 
the seas, lakes and rivers;

__________
1 This is a non-exhaustive list of natural 
and man-made disasters; therefore other 
types of natural and man-made disaster 
which are not set out in this opinion may 
be included in the list.
2 European Parliament resolution of 
14 November 2007 on the regional impact 
of earthquakes;

Or. el

Amendment 2
Cecilia Wikström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Emphasises that while enforcing the 
community approach, it is important to 
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keep in mind that different types of 
disasters strikes in different Member 
States and that therefore different 
measures are required;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Georgios Papanikolaou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Proposes that in shaping the new 
European External Action Service and the 
financial framework for 2014-2020, the 
priorities for a coherent foreign security 
policy include the Union approach 
regarding natural and man-made disasters, 
including a proper mechanism for 
humanitarian aid allocation in times of 
crises both within the EU and third 
countries;

5. Notes that natural and man-made 
disasters have very serious consequences 
for the economy of the regions, with a 
negative effect on infrastructure, 
employment, the natural and cultural 
heritage, the environment, tourism and 
the economic and social development of 
the country; proposes that in shaping the 
new European External Action Service and 
the financial framework for 2014-2020, the 
priorities for a coherent foreign security 
policy include the Union approach 
regarding natural and man-made disasters, 
including a proper mechanism for 
humanitarian aid allocation in times of 
crises both within the EU and third 
countries;

Or. el

Amendment 4
Georgios Papanikolaou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 11 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

11α. Notes that vulnerable population 
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groups, such as children, the elderly and 
people with special needs, require special 
treatment and protection in the event of 
prevention and recovery measures related 
to natural and man-made disasters;

Or. el

Amendment 5
Cecilia Wikström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 15

Draft opinion Amendment

15. Supports the creation of a "Disaster 
Observatory" within the European 
Union; underlines that it is important to 
have a comprehensive collection of data 
and information on the risks and costs of 
disasters and to share them at EU level, 
thus making it possible for Member States 
to pool information on national civil 
capabilities and medical resources;

15. Underlines that it is important to have 
a comprehensive collection of data and 
information on the risks and costs of 
disasters and to share them at EU level, 
thus making it possible for Member States 
to pool information on national civil 
capabilities and medical resources and that 
we should use and develop already 
existing structures such as the Monitoring 
and Information Center (MIC) rather 
than building up new ones;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Georgios Papanikolaou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 15

Draft opinion Amendment

15. Supports the creation of a "Disaster 
Observatory" within the European Union; 
underlines that it is important to have a 
comprehensive collection of data and 
information on the risks and costs of 
disasters and to share them at EU level, 

15. Supports the creation of a "Disaster 
Observatory" within the European Union; 
underlines that it is important to have a 
comprehensive collection of data and 
information on the risks and costs of 
disasters and to share them at EU level, 
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thus making it possible for Member States 
to pool information on national civil 
capabilities and medical resources;

with a view to carrying out comparative 
studies and determining the likely cross-
border impact of the disasters, thus 
making it possible for Member States to 
pool information on national civil 
capabilities and medical resources;

Or. el

Amendment 7
Cornelia Ernst

Draft opinion
Paragraph 15 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

15a. Points out that environmental 
problems, caused and exacerbated by 
climate change, are currently responsible 
for a growth of forced migration and 
therefore wants to highlight the 
increasing link between asylum seekers 
and areas of environmental decline; calls 
for a better protection and resettlement of 
"climate refugees";

Or. en

Amendment 8
Cecilia Wikström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 16

Draft opinion Amendment

16. Considers that there should be a strong 
cross-cutting coordination mechanism in 
order to ensure dissemination of best 
practices;

16. Considers that there should be a strong 
cross-cutting coordination mechanism in 
order to ensure dissemination of best 
practices that can improve the cooperation 
regarding preparedness, response and 
recovery;
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Or. en

Amendment 9
Cecilia Wikström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 18

Draft opinion Amendment

18. Regrets that important EU financial 
mechanisms, like the Civil Protection 
Financial Instrument, lack resources and 
therefore cannot fully contribute in the 
field of prevention; strongly believes that, 
given the increase in the frequency and 
magnitude of disasters, the funding 
possibilities for actions within the EU and 
in third countries should be immediately 
extended without bureaucratic procedures;

18. Considers that important EU financial 
mechanisms, like the Civil Protection 
Financial Instrument should, given the 
increase in the frequency and magnitude of 
disasters, to a larger extent focus on 
preventive measures and the funding 
possibilities for actions within the EU and 
in third countries should be immediately 
extended without bureaucratic procedures;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Cecilia Wikström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 19

Draft opinion Amendment

19. Recommends the creation of a specific 
disaster prevention financial instrument 
which will complement national efforts for 
the protection, primarily of people, but also 
of the environment and property, including 
the cultural heritage, in the event of natural 
and man-made disasters;

19. Considers that funding that aims to 
complement national efforts for the 
protection, primarily of people, but also of 
the environment and property, including 
the cultural heritage, in the event of natural 
and man-made disasters should be 
managed by existing financial 
instruments;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Cecilia Wikström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 20

Draft opinion Amendment

20. Takes the view that there is clear added 
value in working together where natural 
and man-made disasters occur; calls, 
therefore, on Member States and EU 
Institutions to develop reinforced co-
operation in the field of disaster prevention 
and a holistic approach towards a more 
effective EU policy on disaster 
management;

20. Takes the view that there is clear added 
value in working together where natural 
and man-made disasters occur; calls, 
therefore, on Member States and EU 
Institutions to develop reinforced co-
operation in the field of disaster prevention 
and a holistic approach towards a more 
effective EU policy on disaster 
management; welcomes therefore the steps 
that have already been taken by the 
Council regarding the development of a 
Community framework on disaster 
prevention and prevention of forest fires;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Georgios Papanikolaou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 22

Draft opinion Amendment

22. Draws attention to the prevention and 
anticipation of natural and man-made 
disasters and on the mitigation of their 
potential impact in order to adopt a strategy 
based on a proactive and intelligence-led 
approach; to this end, it is essential to 
ensure that Member States' national 
legislation complies with the basic safety 
rules to be observed, for example, in the 
field of construction.

22. Draws attention to the prevention and 
anticipation of natural and man-made 
disasters and on the mitigation of their 
potential impact in order to adopt a strategy 
based on a proactive and intelligence-led 
approach; to this end, it is essential to 
ensure that Member States' national 
legislation complies with the basic safety 
rules to be observed, for example, in the 
field of construction; stresses the 
importance of providing information to 
the public, at both national and European 
levels, and improving disaster response 
training with a view to raising public 
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awareness, particularly from an early age, 
and encouraging voluntary assistance by 
all.

Or. el


