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Brussels, 13 August 2013 

The chairman of the Committee for Civil 

Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

European Parliament 

Rue Wiertz 

B - 1047 BRUSSELS Belgium  

Dear Mr López Aguilar, 

The recent Prism controversy and related disclosures on the collection of and access by the 

American intelligence community to data on non-US persons are of great concern to the 

international data protection community, including the members of the Article 29 Working 

Party (hereafter: WP29). Several data protection commissioners will therefore take part in the 

joint EU-US expert group that was established some weeks ago, either as data protection 

expert on behalf of the Council or – in my case – on behalf of WP29 in full, in order to find 

out the facts regarding the intelligence programs. However, the WP29 considers it is its duty 

to also assess independently to what extent the protection provided by EU data protection 

legislation is at risk and possibly breached and what the consequences of PRISM and related 

programs may be for the privacy of our citizens’ personal data. 

In this light, I have written a letter to the European Commission’s Vice President Reding and 

Commissioner Malmström, identifying several issues of concern and questions that need to be 

answered as soon as possible. I have enclosed a copy of this letter for your and your 

colleagues’ information. 

Naturally, should there be any questions in which the WP29 can assist the European 

Parliament with regard to its own investigation into the Prism scandal, we are at your 

disposal. 

Yours sincerely, 

On behalf of the Article 29 Working Party, 

 
 

Jacob Kohnstamm 

Chairman 

This letter was also sent to Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament 
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