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REGIONAL FIGURES 

1,419,430 refugees fleeing Syria have sought 

protection in neighboring countries  

76% of refugees are living outside camps in  

urban settings 

23 refugee camps are housing 344,000 people 

in Turkey, Jordan and Iraq 

6 new camps are currently under construction 

56,000 refugees benefitted from cash assistance 

from UNHCR 

42,000 Palestine refugees have fled to Lebanon 

from Syria 

6,000 Palestine refugees have fled to Jordan 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 The number of refugees fleeing Syria to neighbouring countries and North Africa has  
increased by almost 850,000 people since the beginning of 2013.  

 Refugee-receiving countries face domestic challenges of their own, including economic  
instability, inflation and unemployment. Lebanon and Jordan are particularly vulnerable. Syrian 
refugees now make up more than ten per cent of Lebanon’s population and the population of 
Jordan has increased by six per cent.  

 Refugees are subject to significant income-expenditure gaps, high rental costs, limited work 
opportunities, exhaustion of savings and rising debt levels within a context of increasing fuel and 
food prices.  

 The majority of Syrian refugees are living in host communities. Affording rent is becoming an 
increasing concern for many as overcrowding and competition for shelter grows. Support for 
urban refugees include cash assistance and rehabilitation of available dwellings. Six additional 
camps are currently under construction: four in Turkey and one each in Jordan and Iraq. 

 UN agencies, humanitarian partners and host Governments are currently revising the Syria  
Regional Response Plan to December 2013 (RRP5). The new appeal will be launched on 28 May 
and will reflect the rising numbers of refugees fleeing Syria and their continuing needs, as well as 
greater support for host Governments and communities. 

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees
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Addressing the gender-specific protection needs of women and girls 

 In addition to basic needs, refugee women and girls have gender-specific protection needs including protection against  

manipulation, sexual and physical abuse and exploitation, and protection against sexual discrimination in the delivery of goods and 

services. Humanitarian response partners are working on sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) prevention and response by 

providing training for people who come into contact with refugees on the rights of refugee women under international law, the 

responsibilities that the host country has in protecting these rights, and specific actions that can be taken to increase protection.  

 Response partners also follow-up on reports of SGBV including forced and child marriages, prostitution and trafficking in  

collaboration with local authorities to provide assistance and intensify prevention mechanisms. Refugees across the region have 

access to legal advice and psychosocial services including individual counselling and support groups. 

 Lebanon - UNHCR and the Government of Lebanon Ministry of Social Affairs signed an agreement during the week of 14 April to 

support twenty-six Social Development Centers across Lebanon in an effort to improve protection of women and children. In North 

Lebanon, two SGBV awareness sessions were conducted by KAFA with local partners at the Amayer and Halba Community Centres.  

In the Bekaa , UNHCR conducted training on SGBV prevention and response with the participation of seventeen organizations,  

including local and international agencies and the Ministry of Social Affairs. UNFPA and the Institute for Development, Research, 

Advocacy and Applied Care launched a project on psychosocial support for Syrian women and children. Using their training manual 

on parenting strategies, a training session was conducted on 25 April aimed at enabling mothers to deal with their children's  

behavior in the context of displacement. 

 Egypt - UNHCR conducted training sessions on SGBV for Syrian community-based organizations in Cairo and Tadamon held  

awareness sessions for girls and women on forced and early marriage. 

 Jordan - UNHCR conducted home visits to identify survivors of SGBV in Za’atri camp. In urban areas, UNHCR interviewed survivors 

of domestic violence, physical abuse, and rape to identify appropriate protection interventions and provide the women with legal 

advice, psychosocial services, financial support and assistance for relocation. 

 Iraq - UNFPA is conducting SGBV training for 25 stakeholder participants from Domiz camp in collaboration with the Dohuk  

Department of Labor and Social Affairs and the International Rescue Committee.  
 

Humanitarian actors, host Governments boost vaccination efforts across the region 

 UN agencies, Ministries of Health and other 

partners have stepped up vaccination efforts in 

Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey amid a num-

ber of measles outbreaks in the region. Turkey, 

Iraq and Lebanon have each reported over 300 

cases of measles amongst Syrian refugees since 

the beginning of the year.   

 Lebanon - 462,000 Syrian, Lebanese and  

Palestinian children have been vaccinated this 

year alone. Vaccinations for measles, polio and 

vitamin A provision have begun in Tripoli and 

Zahle. 

 Jordan - a mass vaccination campaign at 

Za’atari camp from 13 April to 25 April has  

immunized 60,000 refugees against measles. 

IOM has screened more than 22,000 Syrians in 

Jordan for Tuberculosis (TB) and provided TB 

awareness-raising activities to 72,000 Syrian 

refugees located in the Za’atri camp, transit 

centers, and host communities since March 

2012. 

 Iraq - The second round of polio vaccination in Domiz camp will be conducted by the Department of Health Dohuk with the  

support of UNICEF, targeting 3,500 children under 5 years. 

 Turkey - the Ministry of Health has stepped up immunizations in eight provinces where the majority of Syrian refugees are  

concentrated. 

A Syrian child rests in a well-equipped medical centre in the Akcakale refugee camp in 

southern Turkey. UNHCR| A. Branthwaite  
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Enhancing income generation opportunities,  

self-reliance and livelihoods  

 A series of assessments have been conducted to identify the  

socio-economic impacts of displacement on both refugees and host 

communities. A common conclusion is that job opportunities in the 

most affected areas are limited and the increase of cheap labour of 

Syrian migrants has put downward pressure on wages at a time when 

costs of living are rising.  

 In addition to assistance packages provided to vulnerable families, 

response partners are also working to increase the self-employability 

of refugees through skills training and income generation initiatives. 

 Lebanon - NRC is providing language and computer classes,  

recreational activities, and vocational training in Wadi Khaled, North 

Lebanon, which benefits over 180 refugees and host community 

members during the week. SHEILD continues to carry out a program 

of activities for over 200 women and 250 children in five Social  

Development Centres in South Lebanon, which aim to help refugees 

to learn or build a new skill including computer and language training. 

 Egypt - UNHCR and Catholic Relief Services have designed a  

self-reliance project targeting Syrian refugees that consists of an extended employment services centre. The centre offers  

facilitation, coordination and employment referrals based on availability of training and financial services in the Egyptian market 

for Syrian refugees . As part of its livelihood project Caritas is collecting resumes from Syrian youth and providing one-on-one  

employment and business advice. In addition, accessories and handicrafts making activities attracted 97 Syrian refugee women 

during the reporting period, including five young girls with disabilities, to sell their products  online through social media including 

Facebook, blogs and Twitter.  

 Iraq - Domiz camp is almost like a small town with over 35,000 residents. The movement of people, items and assistance all  

require a means of transportation. Tuk-Tuks are one of the main vehicles of transportation in the camp. There are currently some 

45 tuk-tuk drivers operating in Domiz on a set price list. Six of these drivers are supported by IOM under a UNHCR-funded  

livelihood project, whilst the other vehicles were procured by the refugees themselves. The cost of one tuk-tuk varies between  

US$ 1,300 to US$ 2,000.  
 

Registration capacity continues to expand to expedite assistance  

 Turkey - Although 55 per cent of Syrian refugees are accommodated in 17 camps in eight provinces, there are currently more 

than 120,000 refugees registered or awaiting registration in non-camp settings across Turkey. In Gaziantep, the first Coordination 

Centre established by the Government of Turkey’s Disaster and Emergency Management Agency (AFAD) continues to register  

non-camp refugees and has become a model for other provinces. A second centre has been established in Sanliurfa and will soon 

begin registering non-camp Syrian refugees in the province, estimated to number some 40,000. Non-camp Syrians are issued with 

ID cards that give access to assistance mechanisms within Government institutions as well as by NGOs. AFAD and UNHCR are also 

launching 10 mobile registration units to increase outreach across the country. 

 Lebanon - Average waiting periods have decreased from 51 days at the beginning of March to 39 days at 25 April. Daily  

registrations increased from 1,929 to 4,488 over the same period. The Rapid Registration Initiative was launched in South Lebanon 

and will drastically increase registration rates at the Tyre centre. Outreach to remote areas in Mt Lebanon continues, including  

issuance of appointments through NGOs and other partners. Whilst the no-show rate has decreased to 25 per cent nationally, as a 

result of UNHCR staff calling refugees to remind them of their appointments, assessments indicate that security concerns and a 

lack of affordable transport are key reasons for the persistent rate of missed appointments. In response, PU-AMI will provide  

transportation for families in Mount Lebanon, who cannot afford transport costs to the registration centre. Discussions between 

agencies on possible transport support (either through reimbursement or actual transportation) to vulnerable refugees in other 

areas are also underway. Continued insecurity has also increased the number of army checkpoints around the registration centre  

in central Bekaa. UNHCR is now looking into possible solutions including facilitating access of unregistered refugees through pre-

sent military checkpoints in close cooperation with the Lebanese Army. 

Entrepreneurship in Domiz camp, Iraq. UNHCR | E. Byun  
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United Nations Agency for Refugees (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

 

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution list, 
please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

New camp sites a key priority across the region to 

provide essential services 

 Iraq - Syrian refugee camps are established in Al Qa’im and Domiz. The 

latter hosts over 35,000 refugees and is critically overcrowded: 3,500  

families are obliged to share tents with other families because there is 

no space to construct new tents. In some cases, over 15 refugees are 

living in tents designed for five people. To address the pressing need for 

adequate accommodation, the Kurdistan Regional Government and 

UNHCR began preparatory works in a new camp in Erbil, which will have 

capacity to  

accommodate up to 12,000 refugees. Roles and responsibilities have 

been assigned for the new camp set up and operations, including land 

allocation, health, WASH, food, infrastructure and education. 

 Jordan - Preparations to establish a third camp at Azraq, which will have a capacity of 30,000 people, are progressing well. To  

ensure that protection needs can be met as soon as the camp is operational, UNHCR organized technical meetings on Reception 

and Registration, Child Protection, Education and SGBV to compile recommendations from response partners. UNHCR highlighted 

the need for separated waiting and distribution areas for women at-risk and centres for women and girls.  

Meanwhile, over 1,500 refugees have been registered at the new United Arab Emirates (UAE) camp in its first two weeks of  

operations. The camp currently has a capacity of 5,500 people, with the possibility of expanding to 30,000, and is funded by the 

UAE and run by the United Arab Red Crescent Society. 

 Turkey - The Government of Turkey is building two camps along its southeastern border to house refugees from Syrian minority 

groups, according to a statement by a Turkish government official on 10 April. The two tent camps are being built in Midyat in 

southeastern Mardin Province - approximately 50 kilometres from the Syrian border—and are expected to be completed by the 

end of May. The first camp has capacity for 2,500 people while the second camp has capacity for 3,000 people.  

The construction of Turkey's largest container camp in the Elbeyli District of Kilis Province, Turkey, is also expected to be completed 

in May, according to Turkish media. The camp is designed to accommodate 20,000 Syrian refugees in 3,600 containers and will 

contain two mosques, two supermarkets, four schools, four administrative buildings, two storehouses, and a health center, along 

with other facilities.  

 

Mortars cross into Lebanese territory, affecting service delivery 

 Lebanon - Shelling along the Syria–Lebanon border near the Bekaa Valley region was on the rise this week with mortars hitting 

several areas of Hermel in north Bekaa and causing material damage. These incidents marked the first time that shelling reached 

into the Lebanese territory affecting populated areas. The tense security situation in Hermel, Ain, and Labwe impeded  

humanitarian partners from reaching newcomer populations in these areas and carrying out other needed protection and  

assistance activities. Furthermore, UNICEF reports that fighting along the border near the Bekaa have pushed many refugee  

families into informal settlements constructed largely out of scrap material, which lack safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene 

facilities, cooking facilities, and medical supplies. The security situation in Tripoli and specifically in Abdeh was also tense this week 

and road closures impeded refugee access to activities in the Tripoli community centre. 

 

The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 63 participating agencies:  

ACF | ACTED | AMEL | Arab Council Supporting Fair Trial and Human Rights | ARRD-Legal Aid | Association of Volunteers International | CARE  

International | CARITAS | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Centre for Victims of Torture | CHF International | CISP/RI | Coptic Evangelical  

Organization for Social Services | DRC | FCA/ACT Alliance | GVC/Muslim Aid | HAI | Handicap International | ICMC | IMC | IOM | International  

Orthodox Christian Charities | IRD | IRC | Internews | Intersos | Islamic Relief Worldwide| JEN | JHCO | JHAS | JRF | Madrasati Initiative | Medair | 

Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Movement for Peace | NRC | Oxfam GB | People in Need | PU-AMI | Psychosocial Training Institute in Cairo | 

Questscope | Relief International | Restart | Save the Children Jordan | Save the Children International | ShelterBox | Terres des Hommes | THW |  

Un ponte Per | UNDP| UNESCO | UNFPA | UNHABITAT | UNHCR| UNICEF | UNOPS | UNRWA | UNWOMEN | War Child Holland | WFP | WHO |  

World Vision International  

Za’atri camp, Jordan. UNHCR | J. Tanner 
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