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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. When discussing new immigration, it is not sufficient to refer to a shortage of labour 
in the EU and an ageing European population. It is also necessary to ascertain the 
maximum absorption capacity of the EU Member States for new immigration. In 
many Member States, particularly in Western Europe, that capacity has already long 
since been exceeded. Moreover, the first priority should be to seek to find employment 
for the foreigners already present, rather than allowing new immigrants to swell their 
ranks.

2. It is counterfactual to present new immigration as something which only confers 
benefits. Recent research in the Netherlands1 estimates the cost of immigration to be at 
least €7 billion per annum. The arrival of unskilled new immigrants, in particular, 
imposes a heavy burden on social security systems. Meanwhile, such schemes as 
family reunification and immigration for purposes of study are clearly abused to 
provide an extra channel for immigration. 

3. It cannot be the intention that people from outside the EU should have the opportunity 
to use study here as a means of immigration, or that the EU should deprive third 
countries of their educated people. The EU should ensure that people who study here 
subsequently place the knowledge they have gained at the service of the development 
of their country of origin.

4. It is necessary to distinguish clearly between legal and illegal immigration. Illegal 
immigrants voluntarily opt to ignore the law, and should therefore be identified and 
deported. Any attempt to argue in favour of supporting and regularising illegal 
migrants undermines democratic acceptance of the presence of migrants in the EU. 

                                               
1 Nyfer, Budgettaire effecten van de immigratie van niet-westerse allochtonen [Budgetary impact of immigration 
by non-Western aliens], May 2010.


