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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Culture and Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that concentration of media ownership may undermine freedom of information, 
and in particular the right to receive information, and therefore requests the Commission 
to specify the ownership relations existing among the 7 500 broadcasters it has identified 
in the EU, with the aim of singling out the potential challenges relating to plurality in 
these media services;

2. Requests the Commission to continue to monitor and address any violations of the 12-
minute rule, to examine the real amount of advertising and to consider, in particular, 
whether there is a need for reducing the limit in view of possible complaints by 
consumers;

3. Asks the Commission to submit as soon as possible the clarifications needed in respect of 
the issues it has identified in the field of commercial communications concerning 
sponsorship, self-promotion and product placement;

4. Regrets the fact that not all the grounds identified in Article 21 of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights are mentioned in Article 6 of the AVMS Directive; invites the 
Commission to consider extending the scope of that article, thus bringing it in line with 
the Charter;

5. Welcomes the approach taken by the Commission and the European Court of Justice in 
relation to the interpretation of Article 14 of the AVMS Directive; calls for a continued 
broad interpretation of the term ‘events which are regarded as being of major importance 
for society’, including sports and entertainment events that are of general interest, and 
encourages Member States to draw up lists of such events;

6. Highlights the fact that, in an increasingly digital environment, public media services play 
a crucial role in ensuring that citizens are able to access information online, and 
acknowledges in this regard that the provision of internet services by public media 
services contributes directly to their mission;

7. Reaffirms the importance of protecting minors in television broadcasting; recommends 
Member States to consider prohibiting any commercial communications in children’s 
programmes, inter alia in order not to exhort minors to buy a product or a service by 
exploiting their inexperience or credulity;

8. Calls on the Commission to maintain, in the EU’s external trade agreements, the 
definitions of audiovisual media services of the Directive, thus ‘carving out’ those 
services.


