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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. In 
the case of amending acts, passages in an existing provision that the 
Commission has left unchanged, but that Parliament wishes to amend, are 
highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament wishes to make in 
passages of this kind are indicated thus: [...]. Highlighting in normal italics is 
an indication for the relevant departments showing parts of the legislative 
text for which a correction is proposed, to assist preparation of the final text 
(for instance, obvious errors or omissions in a given language version). 
Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the agreement of the 
departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 377/2004 on the creation of an immigration 
liaison officers network
(COM(2009)0322 – C7-0055/2009 – 2009/0098(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2009)0322),

– having regard to Article 251(2), Article 63(3)(b) and Article 66 of the EC Treaty, pursuant 
to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C7-0055/2009),

– having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
(A7-0000/2009),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend the 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and the Commission.

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation - amending act
Article 1 - point 3
Regulation (EC) No 377/2004
Article 6 - paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Member State holding the 
Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union or, if this Member State is not 
represented in the country or region, the 
Member State serving as acting Presidency 
shall draw up, by the end of each semester, 
a report to the Council, the European 
Parliament and the Commission on the 
activities of immigration liaison officers 
networks in specific regions and/or 

1. The Member State holding the 
Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union or, if this Member State is not 
represented in the country or region, the 
Member State serving as acting Presidency 
shall draw up, by the end of each semester, 
a report to the Council, the European 
Parliament and the Commission on the 
activities of immigration liaison officers 
networks in specific regions and/or 
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countries of particular interest to the 
European Union, as well as on the situation 
in those regions and/or countries, in 
matters relating to illegal immigration. The 
selection, following a consultation with the 
Member States and the Commission, of the 
specific regions and/or countries of 
particular interest to the European Union 
shall be based on objective migratory 
indicators, such as statistics on illegal 
migration and risk analyses prepared by 
the FRONTEX Agency, and shall be in 
line with overall EU external relations 
policy.

countries of particular interest to the 
European Union, as well as on the situation 
in those regions and/or countries, in 
matters relating to illegal immigration. The 
selection, following a consultation with the 
Member States and the Commission, of the 
specific regions and/or countries of 
particular interest to the European Union 
shall be based on objective migratory 
indicators, such as statistics on illegal 
immigration and risk analyses prepared by 
the FRONTEX Agency, and shall take into 
consideration overall EU external relations 
policy.

Or. fr

Justification

To ensure consistency in the choice of terms, ‘illegal immigration’, which is the expression 
used in the preceding sentence, should also be used here. The liaison officers networks should 
be permitted to operate with sufficient flexibility within the framework of overall EU external 
relations policy.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

When the regulation now being amended was adopted (19 February 2004), FRONTEX was 
yet to be officially established. It was eight months later, on 26 October 2004, that the Council 
adopted the Regulation establishing a European Agency for the Management of Operational 
Cooperation at the External Borders. 

By virtue of the remits set out in its rules of procedure, FRONTEX is responsible for: carrying 
out risk analysis based on the information gathered by the competent authorities in the 
Member States; facilitating operational cooperation between the Member States and third 
countries; similarly cooperating with the competent authorities of third countries and with 
international organisations through, for example, exchanges of experience on border control 
issues, the training of border guards, operational information exchanges and joint operations. 

The original regulation (No 337/2004 of 19 February 2004) defined liaison officers as ‘the 
representative of one of the Member States, posted abroad by the immigration service or other 
competent authorities in order to establish and maintain contacts with the authorities of the 
host country with a view to contributing to the prevention and combating of illegal 
immigration, the return of illegal immigrants and the management of legal migration.’   

Clearly, immigration liaison officers posted to third countries can, by virtue of their remits, 
make a decisive contribution to FRONTEX achieving its objectives, especially considering 
that the Agency has no representation outside the Union. 

The proposal amending Council Regulation (EC) 337/2004 aims to harness the know-how 
and experience of immigration liaison officers for the benefit of FRONTEX and vice-versa, 
which was not a matter addressed in the original regulation. 

The amending proposal has the following objectives: harnessing of the know-how of liaison 
officers and of FRONTEX for their mutual benefit; exploitation of the information obtained 
through the liaison officer networks and exchange of this via ICONet (secure Information and 
Coordination Network for Member States’ migration management services); accessing of the 
External Borders Fund to promote the creation of liaison officer networks and facilitate their 
operation and, lastly, to expedite the system for the presentation of the half-yearly reports. 

In order to achieve those objectives, the proposal amends Articles 3, 4 and 6 of Regulation 
337/2004. 

The legal basis for the proposal is Article 63(3)(b) and Article 66 of the Treaty establishing 
the European Community. This means that the system of ‘variable geometry’ applies in 
relation to the position of the United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark as regards the Schengen 
protocol. The consequences of the proposed amendments for the protocols in this domain 
signed with Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Liechtenstein have also been considered. 

The amendment proposed is appropriate and necessary from a technical viewpoint. The 
troubled times which the European Union is experiencing demand appropriate management of 
immigration flows. This should be seen as having two facets: management of legal 
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immigration and management of illegal and clandestine immigration. 


