
AD\872325EN.doc PE464.738v03-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Fisheries

2011/2107(INI)

13.07.2011

OPINION
of the Committee on Fisheries

for the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

on the Green Paper : From challenges to opportunities: towards a common 
strategic framework for EU research and innovation funding
(2011/2107(INI))

Rapporteur: Jarosław Leszek Wałęsa



PE464.738v03-00 2/6 AD\872325EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\872325EN.doc 3/6 PE464.738v03-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that 70 million members of the EU’s population are dependent on the 
fisheries sector; in that connection, calls on the Member States to encourage research and 
development activities with the aim of developing a more competitive, sustainable and 
up-to-date fisheries sector; points out that consolidated community policies such as 
agriculture and fisheries, which form the basis of the EU’s economy, notably on the 
periphery of the Union, require appropriate and targeted scientific support. Stresses that 
traditional ways of solving sector-specific problems such as environmental impact, 
provision of feed, health control and integration in coastal zones have long since ceased to 
be the primary and most important sources of solutions; recommends that the financial 
framework enable the funding, under the European Fisheries Fund, of facilities and 
scientific research equipment in the field of fisheries;

2. Considers it vital that one of the Green Paper's objectives should be achieved, i.e. the 
future EU budget must focus on instruments with 'added value' and become 'more results-
driven'; takes the view that, even though excellence is a fundamental criterion in science, 
there are some sectors such as fisheries in which applied research is unavoidable in order 
to define and apply management measures; points out that the objectives of the new CFP, 
based on the ecosystem approach and maximum sustainable yield, require 
multidisciplinary and on-the-spot knowledge and assessments which make it possible to 
draw speedy conclusions on which innumerable business decisions, jobs and marine 
ecosystem measures depend;

3. Hopes, in this context, that the Green Paper will mark a change in current scientific policy 
in relation to fisheries, since the pure pursuit of excellence in this sector has resulted in the 
abandonment of key chapters such as knowledge of species and their behaviour from the 
perspective of their utilisation by fleets and their relationship with management measures, 
and has led many scientists to move away from applied fisheries research and young 
researchers to reject this field, causing serious shortages of specialised staff at a time when 
they were most needed, given the state of stocks;

4. Takes the view that specific budget allocations for calls for proposals within the new 
Framework Programme and actions deriving from it would help to combat many of the 
sector’s weaknesses and shortcomings and would also help build a stronger position for 
fisheries and aquaculture researchers; stresses also that building a strong research and 
innovation base, both at a European level and in Member States would help to further 
develop and stimulate a sustainable fisheries and aquaculture sector and make it more 
competitive, stable and better equipped to meet environmental challenges, in order to 
ensure the independence of the European fisheries sector vis-à-vis the rest of the world as 
well as guarantee viability of marine ecosystems and the welfare of the fisheries sector;

5. Stresses that serious gaps remain in our knowledge of the state of marine ecosystems, 
fishery resources and reliable scientific data on both target and non target species 
including deep-sea species, making it necessary to intensify multi-dimensional, cross-
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sectoral, research efforts in this field in order to properly regulate fisheries, in particular in 
applying the ecosystem approach; emphasises that, in order to achieve this, cooperation 
and coordination between EU scientific teams and institutes as well as cooperation 
between EU scientific teams and their counterparts outside the Community is essential; 
also considers it necessary to promote cooperation between fishing areas to share best 
practice and knowledge; calls on the related business sector to implement the research 
results correctly and effectively; considers that both the stakeholders directly involved and 
the public at large should be better informed about the research programmes launched and 
the results they produce;

6. Welcomes the fact that the Green Paper stresses the need for research that will improve 
innovation capacity and competitiveness, which, in coordination with the measures 
envisaged in the EFF, may open up new possibilities for fishing businesses to invest in 
the development of new, more sustainable fishing techniques, such as new gear, vessels 
which are less polluting, safer and more comfortable, and measures designed to upgrade 
the use and value of fish products;

7. Considers that there is a need for more effective coordination between the research 
framework programmes and the European Fisheries Fund instruments and with other 
European programmes;

8. Believes it will be crucial to EU competitiveness to increase the participation of 
enterprises in the next Framework Programme; is of the opinion that entrepreneurs, 
especially owners of micro- and small enterprises such as small-scale coastal fishing 
enterprises, might be encouraged to participate in European programmes by the 
establishment of a greater simplified, less bureaucratic, more transparent and easily 
accessible system; believes that various stakeholders, such as non-governmental 
organizations, fishermen’s organisations and Regional Advisory Councils, should also be 
able to apply for small, practically oriented projects;

9. Notes that framework investigation programmes are primarily focused on fundamental 
investigation, which requires research programmes provided with specific, sufficientfunds 
for fisheries and aquaculture research in order to sustain the sector and the environmental 
and sanitation conditions of the fisheries products introduced into the food chain;

10. Points out that the purpose of reforming the Common Fisheries Policy is to ensure the 
sustainability of fishing practices, so there is a need to fund research into the development 
of new technologies aimed, for example, at making fishing vessels more selective or 
reducing fuel consumption by their engines;

11. Takes the view that current financing instruments for research and innovation in the EU 
are not satisfactorily tailored to research needs in the fisheries and aquaculture sector; 
stresses that a complete response to the challenges and needs facing the sector requires 
adapting these instruments in such a way as to take account of its specific features, 
notably in the field of applied research;

12. Considers that the development of the fleet also needs to be encouraged, in order to 
establish sustainable fisheries and favourable conditions for small-scale fishing, which is 
why the new financial framework must focus on research and innovation in this area;
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13. Notes that the use of structural funds to invest in research infrastructures contributes to 
bridging the scientific capacity gap between Member States and improving the 
participation of some MS and regions in Community research programmes;

14. Notes that the sustainability of primary food production and other marine activities in 
shared seas depends on concerted approaches with neighbouring countries; stresses the 
need for a stronger scientific capacity building in neighbouring countries, based on a 
better coordination of the Common Strategic Framework with EU neighbourhood policy 
instruments.
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