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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

General assessment

A. Highlights the small scale of the proposed MFF 2014-2020, which in fact represents a 
reduction in relative terms by comparison with the current MFF 2007-2013; takes the 
view that the crisis cannot serve as an argument for reducing the EU budget but that, on 
the contrary, it strengthens the need for a robust, substantially increased budget that will 
make it possible to achieve the political objectives of the EU, namely supporting 
economic growth and employment and putting the principle of economic and social 
cohesion into action within the framework of the EU 2020 strategy; argues, therefore, that 
the proposal for the MFF 2014–2020 submitted by the Commission should be amended by 
the Council in this regard;

General issues relating to the fisheries sector

B. Points out that fisheries resources constitute a public good vital for global food security; 
points to the fact that the fisheries and aquaculture sector and related activities are often 
the main source of livelihood and sustainable employment in coastal, island and remote 
regions; stresses that the reformed common fisheries policy (CFP) should pursue social, 
economic and environmental objectives that will entail the proper conservation and 
management of fishery resources and the reversal of the economic and social decline 
affecting countless coastal communities, providing a boost to employment and improving 
the living conditions for local people, paying particular attention to the small-scale 
fisheries sector, which will require adequate financial resources after 2013; recognises the 
need for greater coordination with cohesion policy;

C. Notes that the proposed multiannual financial framework 2014–2020 contained in the 
Commission communication ‘A budget for Europe 2020’ makes provision for an overall 
indicative allocation of EUR 6.685 billion for fisheries and maritime affairs in 2011 
constant prices (EMFF, including market measures + FPAs + RFMOs), representing an 
annual average of EUR 955 million; states that for 2013, the last year of the current MFF, 
that allocation is EUR 984 million. stresses with concern that the sums set aside for each 
of the years covered by the MFF 2014-2020 fall below the amount set aside for 2013 
under the current MFF; reiterates that Parliament called in its resolution of 8 June 20111

on ‘Investing in the future: a new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for a 
competitive, sustainable and inclusive Europe’ for a global level of resources for the next 
MFF of at least 5 % extra compared to the 2013 level;

D. Points out that some of the policy objectives proposed by the Commission require 
increased financial resources, a lack of which will compromise their achievement; points 
out that the Commission’s objectives consist in particular in closing the innovation gap 
between fisheries and other sectors of the economy, facilitating the transition towards low 

                                               
1 P7_TA(2011)0266.



PE487.813v04-00 4/7 AD\913219EN.doc

EN

impact fisheries, with the elimination of discards and low impact on marine ecosystems, 
and ensuring the viability of communities dependent on inshore fishing and 
diversification;

E. Stresses that, like the farming sector, the fisheries sector is also highly vulnerable to 
crises; therefore advocates the creation of specific support mechanisms, along the same 
lines as those provided for the farming sector, to be implemented in emergencies such as 
natural disasters, fishing stoppages imposed by plans for restoring stocks or sudden 
restrictions affecting access to essential production factors, inter alia; 

F. Reaffirms that the lack of regularity associated with fishing, resulting from a range of 
factors including evident natural constraints, makes it necessary to maintain adequate 
public, national and Community funding for the sector;

Issues relating to the structural funds, including the European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF)

G. Takes the view that the future common strategic framework that is to apply to funds under 
shared management, including the future European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), 
should take into account the diversity of the objectives of these financial instruments; 
recalls that the EMFF is a sectoral support fund, the allocation of which should not depend 
in any way on the economic status of the geographical area in which the beneficiary 
operates;

H. Rejects the possible introduction and/or reinforcement of macroeconomic conditionality 
rules in connection with the use of European funds; takes the view that those countries 
facing the greatest financial difficulties and with the most fragile economies should not be 
doubly penalised, in the form of restricted access to funds that are essential for their 
recovery and development, which would call the cohesion principle into question;

I. Highlights the importance of the EMFF in the 2014-2020 period, as it will be the main 
instrument for financing the future CFP; stresses that new policies, objectives or priorities 
that will have an impact on the marine environment must be matched by adequate 
financial resources; rejects the idea that new priorities, objectives and policies – such as 
the integrated maritime policy – should be financed at the expense of the appropriations 
required by the fisheries policy;

J. Is in favour of simplifying access to funds under shared management, including the 
EMFF, making life easier for beneficiaries and the competent national authorities and 
encouraging the full utilisation of the appropriations available; takes the view that priority 
should be given to projects with integrated solutions that will benefit coastal communities 
as a whole, on as wide a base as possible, over those that benefit only a small number of 
operators;

K. Expresses its concern at the possible dismantling of the existing public instruments for 
regulating the markets in fishery and aquaculture products; calls for an increased 
contribution from the common organisation of the markets in fishery and aquaculture 
products (COM), so as to guarantee improved incomes in the sector, market stability, the 
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improved marketing of fisheries products and an increase in their added value, meaning 
that the COM will need to be provided with the necessary financial resources;

L. Advocates the linking up of existing instruments, particularly at the financial level, so as 
to respond to the specific problems of this segment and of the coastal communities most 
heavily dependent on it; Stresses that scientific fisheries research represents a crucial tool 
for correct management in the sector, which is indispensable in order to identify the 
factors that determine the development of fishery resources, carry out quantitative
assessments and develop models that will make it possible to predict their future 
development, as well as to improve fishing gear, vessels and fishermen's working and 
safety conditions; therefore advocates increased funding for fisheries research – in the
environmental, social and economic fields;

N. Considers it vital to improve the collection, processing and availability of biological data 
so as to guarantee genuinely knowledge-based policy and management; considers it 
necessary, in this light, to increase EU co-financing in this area, raising the maximum 
permissible co-financing rate from the present 50% to at least 75%;

O. Takes the view that biological rest periods are an important method of conserving fish 
stocks which has proved effective, and an essential instrument for the sustainable 
management of certain fisheries; recognises that the introduction of biological rest periods 
at certain critical stages in the life cycle of species allows stocks to grow at a rate 
compatible with maintaining fishing activity outside the rest periods; calls, in these 
circumstances, for provision to be made for the possibility of granting fishermen financial 
compensation during these periods of inactivity;

P. Points out that the current situation with regard to the development of aquaculture in 
Europe makes it necessary to step up R&D activities in this area, so that the great potential 
offered by the sector can be fully exploited and at the same time some of its constraints 
can be removed, thereby helping to make it more sustainable;

Outermost regions

Q. Points out that the fishing industry plays an important part in the socio-economic 
situation, in employment and in promoting economic and social cohesion in the outermost 
regions (ORs), whose economies suffer from permanent structural constraints and limited 
possibilities for economic diversification; believes that Community support for the fishing 
industries in the ORs should be maintained and increased, notably through the programme 
compensating for the additional costs incurred in the marketing of certain fishery products 
from a number of ORs as a result of those regions' remoteness ('POSEI - Fisheries'); in 
this connection, believes that this programme should continue in force indefinitely, since 
outermost status is a permanent factor; deplores the sharp cut in overall financing for these 
regions in the proposed MFF 2014–2020, at a time when the number of ORs recognised 
by the EU is set to rise in the coming years, and calls for these appropriations to be 
increased substantially;
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Draft interinstitutional agreement between the European Parliament, the Council and 
the Commission on budgetary discipline and sound financial management

R. Calls for the interinstitutional agreement to make provision for the European Parliament to 
be fully involved in the process of negotiating international fisheries agreements; demands 
that representatives of the European Parliament should be able to take part in all stages of 
the negotiations, with observer status and on an equal footing with Member State 
representatives, taking account of Parliament's powers in the field of fisheries agreements;

Issues relating to the external dimension of the common fisheries policy

S. Expresses its concern at the relative ineffectiveness of fisheries partnership agreements in 
relation to supporting the sector in third countries; points out that, according to 
assessments carried out by the Commission, the appropriations allocated to sectoral 
support are too limited, in absolute terms, to yield any results; takes the view, therefore, 
that steps need to be taken to reverse this situation and at the same time to make sectoral 
support more effective, and to help improve the take-up of these appropriations by the 
third countries concerned.
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