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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Committee on Fisheries is aware of the special circumstances surrounding the 2012 draft 
budget, with Member States seeking to contain public expenditure.  The Commission states 
that its draft budget supports investment and economic recovery, and in this connection the 
committee considers that attention should be drawn to the key role that EU policies for the 
various fisheries sectors continue to play in the economies of a very large number of regions, 
in European food safety, in social cohesion and in the management of aquatic eco-systems. 
The EU therefore needs to keep spending levels up in these sectors and to take steps to make 
fisheries more dynamic and more efficient in economic and social terms. 

The first measures connected with the reform of the common fisheries policy (CFP) and the 
integrated maritime policy (IMP) will make their appearance in 2012. Care needs to be taken 
to ensure that IMP measures are not funded at the expense of the CFP and the other traditional 
fisheries policies. In this connection, it is clear from Title 11 of Section III of the draft budget 
that the Commission has sought to slightly increase payment appropriations (when the 
reserves are taken into account). It is to be regretted, however, that the budget for control 
measures (line 11 08) had decreased sharply, with payment appropriations down by 16.92%. 
When voting on appropriations, the Committee on Fisheries will bear the DG MARE work 
programme and the CFP reform proposals firmly in mind.

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Commends the Commission on its efforts to maintain overall payment appropriations for 
fisheries at the same level as in the previous financial year;

2. Expresses surprise at the large sums placed in the reserve and calls for the relevant 
legislative acts to be adopted in order to enable optimum use to be made of those sums, 
with special reference to the acts relating to international fisheries agreements;

3. Welcomes the increase in payment appropriations for fisheries markets (line 11 02) and 
the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) (line 11 06), but points out that keeping commitment 
appropriations for fisheries markets at the same level will make it difficult to provide the 
necessary support in this area over the coming years; points out, furthermore, that due 
account needs to be taken of the gradual establishment in 2012 of the Monitoring Centre 
for Fisheries Market Prices, for which the Commission has undertaken to put forward a 
legal basis;

4. Deplores the overall reduction in commitment and payment appropriations for control and 
enforcement of the CFP that the Commission is proposing, in particular as regards the 
financial contribution to the Member States; considers that the Commission should make 
greater efforts to facilitate and promote the uptake of appropriations in this area;

5. Welcomes, nonetheless, the increase in appropriations for the Community Fisheries 
Control Agency, whose work needs to be supported and promoted;
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6. Notes that the volume of appropriations for policies relating to the conservation, 
management and exploitation of living aquatic resources (line 1107) remains largely 
unchanged, but, in view of the 2010 outturn, calls on the Commission to make greater use 
of the initial appropriations available to it;

7. Notes the creation of a budget line for the IMP, but points out that the volume of 
appropriations proposed for that line is too small to cover this new policy’s main 
objectives; reaffirms that the traditional CFP budget allocations must not in any way be 
sacrificed to fund the IMP and that an appropriate balance needs to be struck in the use of 
the appropriations held in reserve for headings 1 and 2 of the multiannual financial 
framework;

8. Firmly rejects the severe cuts in the fisheries policy area that are provided for in the 
Council's position on the 2012 budget; deplores the Council’s willingness to make drastic
cuts to EU support for this sector, which, considering its importance to society as a whole, 
is grossly underfunded; 

9. Draws the Council’s attention to the fact that cutting funding for this sector will make it 
impossible ever to secure the sustainable development of Europe’s fisheries; points out 
that the EU also has a crucial role to play in promoting the sustainability of fishing around 
the world; notes that, unless additional funding is made available for control measures, 
illegal, undeclared and unregulated fishing, which hampers the smooth operation of the 
market, will continue to undermine the huge efforts being made by EU fishermen;

10. Calls on the Council to reconsider its position on the volume of commitments and 
payments against the lines in Title 11, in particular those relating to the EFF.


