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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

In amendments by Parliament, amendments to draft acts are highlighted in 
bold italics. Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant 
departments showing parts of the draft act which may require correction 
when the final text is prepared – for instance, obvious errors or omissions in 
a language version. Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.

The heading for any amendment to an existing act that the draft act seeks to 
amend includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line 
identifying the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend. 
Passages in an existing act that Parliament wishes to amend, but that the draft 
act has left unchanged, are highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament 
wishes to make in such passages are indicated thus: [...].
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council decision laying down rules for imports into the European 
Union from Greenland of fishery products, live bivalve molluscs, echinoderms, 
tunicates, marine gastropods and by-products thereof
(COM(2010)0176 – C7-0136/2010 – 2010/0097(CNS))

(Ordinary legislative procedure - first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(2010)0176),

– having regard to Article 203 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
pursuant to which the Council consulted Parliament (C7-0136/2010),

– having regard to Article 43(2) and Article 204 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union,

– having regard to the Sole Article of Protocol (No 34) on Special Arrangements with
Greenland, annexed to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

 having regard to the opinion of the Committee on Legal Affairs on the proposed legal 
basis1,

 having regard to the reasoned opinion submitted, within the framework of the Protocol 
(No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, by the Italian 
Senate, asserting that the draft legislative act does not comply with the principle of 
subsidiarity,

– having regard to Rule 55 and 37 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Fisheries (A7-0000/2010),

1. Adopts the position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
national parliaments.

                                               
1 Opinion adopted unanimously on 28 October 2010.
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Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Proposal for a Council decision laying 
down rules for the imports into the 
European Union from Greenland of fishery 
products, live bivalve molluscs, 
echinoderms, tunicates, marine gastropods 
and by-products thereof

Proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and the Council laying down 
rules for the imports into the European 
Union from Greenland of fishery products, 
live bivalve molluscs, echinoderms, 
tunicates, marine gastropods and by-
products thereof

Or. en

Justification

As the proposed act lays down measures of general application that are intended to be 
binding in their entirety and directly applicable in all Member States, the act more suitably 
takes the form of a regulation than of a mere decision. Accordingly, the title of the present 
proposal needs to be changed from a "Council Decision" to a "Regulation of the European 
Parliament and the Council".

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Citation 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Having regard to the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, and in 
particular Article 203 thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, and in 
particular Article 43(2) and Article 204
thereof,

Or. en

Justification

Following the opinion that has been requested from the Committee on Legal Affairs pursuant 
to Rule 37 of the EP Rules of Procedure, the rapporteur considers the appropriate legal basis 
to be Articles 43(2) and 204 TFEU and the Sole Article of Protocol No. 43. 
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Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Citation 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Having regard to the Sole Article of 
Protocol (No 34) on Special 
Arrangements with Greenland (annexed 
to the Treaty),

Or. en

Justification

Following the opinion that has been requested from the Committee on Legal Affairs pursuant 
to Rule 37 of the EP Rules of Procedure, the rapporteur considers the appropriate legal basis 
to be Articles 43(2) and 204 TFEU and the Sole Article of Protocol No. 43.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Greenland's exports of fishery products, approximately 82% of its total exports, totalled DKK 
1.9 billion (EUR 255 million) in 2007, the largest part of which (87%) were directed to the 
EU, notably (for 97%) to Denmark. Key fisheries exports from Greenland include prawn 
(59%), Greenland halibut (23%), cod (9.5%), crabs (1.9%), scallops (1.4%) and spawn 
(1.3%).

On 26 April 2010, the European Parliament was consulted on this proposal by the Council 
under the consultation procedure provided for in Article 203 TFEU. The Committee on 
Fisheries and the Legal service of the European Parliament expressed serious doubts as to the 
choice of the legal basis by the Commission, i.e. article 203 TFEU, suggesting instead as its 
correct legal basis Articles 43(2) and 204 TFEU and the Sole Article of the Protocol (No 34) 
on Special Arrangements for Greenland. 

Accordingly, the Committee on Fisheries asked the Committee on Legal Affairs an opinion 
on the proposed legal basis. At its meeting of 28 October 2010 the Committee on Legal 
Affairs adopted unanimously an opinion entirely supporting the request that Articles 43(2) 
and 204 TFEU and the Sole Article of the Protocol (No 34) on special arrangements for 
Greenland must form the legal basis for the proposed legislative act.

This draft legislative resolution amends the Commission proposal accordingly and proposes 
an adoption by the Parliament in first reading based on the ordinary legislative procedure. 


