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Committee on Fisheries

PECH_PV(2012)0711_1

MINUTES
Meeting of 11 July 2012, from 09.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.30,

and 12 July 2012, from 09.00 to 12.30
BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 9.04 on Wednesday 11 July 2012, with Gabriel Mato Adrover (Chair)
in the chair.

1. Adoption of agenda PECH_OJ (2012)0711_1v01

The agenda was approved as amended: 

Item 17 and 18 were rescheduled after item 8.

Item 9 was rescheduled after item 19. 

The election of a new fourth Vice-Chair replacing Carl Haglund was added to the draft 
agenda and was to be dealt with after item 3. 

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of:

30-31 May 2012 PE 491.081v01-00

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair announced that Nils Torvalds became full member of the Pech Committee 
replacing Carl Haglund, Jean-Louis Cottigny became a substitute member replacing 
Estelle Grelier and Isabelle Thomas became full member replacing Catherine 
Trautmann.

3a. Election of the  fourth Vice-Chair
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Speakers: Gabriel Mato Adrover, Pat the Cope Gallagher.

Election (by acclamation ) of Nils Torvalds 

4. Exchange of views with Pascal Savouret Director of the Community Fisheries 
Control Agency in Vigo

Speakers: Pascal Savouret, Isabella Lövin, Dolores García-Hierro Caraballo, Kriton
Arsenis, Antolín Sánchez Presedo, Ulrike Rodust.

5. Multiannual plan for the Baltic salmon stock and the fisheries exploiting that 
stock

***I 2011/0206(COD) COM(2011)0470 – C7-0220/2011

Rapporteur: Marek Józef Gróbarczyk (ECR)

 Adoption of draft report

Vote: the draft report was adopted by 23 votes in favour, 1 against and 0 abstentions. 

6. The reform of the Common Fisheries Policy - Overarching Communication

2011/2290(INI) COM(2011)0417

Rapporteur: Nikolaos Salavrakos (EFD)

 Adoption of draft report

Speakers: Nikolaos Salavrakos, Isabella Lövin.

Vote: the draft report was adopted by 21 votes in favour 2 against and 2 abstentions. 

7. Interim report in the interests of achieving a positive outcome of the Multiannual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 approval procedure (2011/0177(APP))

2011/0177(APP) COM(2011)0398

Rapporteur: João Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 

 Adoption of draft opinion 

Vote: the draft opinion was adopted unanimously by 23 votes in favour and no 
abstentions. 

8. Certain measures in relation to countries allowing non-sustainable fishing for the 
purpose of the conservation of fish stocks

***I 2011/0434(COD) COM(2011)0888 – C7-0508/2011
Rapporteur: Pat the Cope Gallagher (ALDE)

Vote: the compromise text agreed in trilogue (block vote) was adopted unanimously 
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by 22 votes in favour and no abstentions.

9. Amendment of the Council Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 on the removal of fins 
of sharks on board vessels

***I 2011/0364(COD) COM(2011)0798 – C7-0431/2011

Rapporteur: Maria do Céu Patrão Neves (PPE)

 Consideration of draft report. 

Speakers: Maria do Céu Patrão Neves, Raül Romeva i Rueda, Julie Girling, Chris 
Davies, Isabella Lövin, Kriton Arsenis, Antolín Sánchez Presedo, Carmen Fraga 
Estévez, Christos Theophilou (DG MARE). 

Decision: the deadline for tabling amendments was set to 18/07/2012 at 12:00. 

10. Exchange of views with Sofoclis Aletraris, Cypriot Minister of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources and Environment Development, President-in-office of the 
Council, on the priorities of the Cypriot Presidency

Speakers: Gabriel Mato Adrover, Sofokles Aletraris, Antonello Antinoro, Ulrike 
Rodust, Pat the Cope Gallagher, Isabella Lövin, Diane Dodds, Maria do Céu Patrão 
Neves, Dolores García-Hierro Caraballo. 

11. Presentation of a study on "The role of China in world fisheries"

Speakers: Roland Blomeyer (Blomeyer & Sanz Company), Daniel Pauly ( University 
of British Columbia), Struan Stevenson, Raül Romeva i Rueda, Isabella Lövin, 
Dolores García-Hierro Caraballo, Werner Kuhn, Ulrike Rodust, Antolín Sánchez 
Presedo, Isabelle Thomas.

12. General budget of the european Union for the financial year 2013 - all sections

2012/2092(BUD)

Rapporteur: Crescenzio Rivellini (PPE)

 Consideration of draft opinion. 

Speakers: Crescenzio Rivellini, Carmen Fraga Estévez, Mark Johnston, Isabelle 
Thomas, Ulrike Rodust, Alain Cadec.

Decision: the deadline for tabling amendments was set to 16/07/2012 at 17:00.

13. Establishment of Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation (2014-2020)

***I 2011/0401(COD) COM(2011)0809 – C7-0466/2011
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Rapporteur: Ioannis A. Tsoukalas (PPE)

 Consideration of draft opinion 
Speakers: Alain Cadec,Timothy Hall (DG RTD), Isabella Lövin, Carmen Fraga 
Estévez, Ulrike Rodust. 

Decision: the deadline for tabling amendments was set to 23/07/2012 at 12:00 

14. Fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement between the European Community on the one hand, and 
the Government of Denmark and the Home Rule Government of Greenland, on 
the other hand

2012/0130(NLE) COM(2012)0247

Rapporteur: Ole Christensen (S&D) 

 Presentation by the Commission 

 Exchange of views 
Speakers: Constantin Alexandrou (DG MARE), Ole Christensen, Werner Kuhn, 
Carmen Fraga Estévez. 
The meeting adjourned at 18:27 and resumed on Thursday 12 July 2012 at 9:00 with 
Gabriel Mato Adrover (Chair) in the chair. 

***

15. Coordinators’ meeting
IN CAMERA - please see recommendations in Annex. 

16. European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (repeal of Council Regulations (EC) No 
1198/2006, (EC) No 861/2006 and (EC) No XXX/2011 on integrated maritime 
policy)

***I 2011/0380(COD) COM(2011)0804 – C7-0460/2011
Rapporteur: Alain Cadec (PPE) 

 Exchange of views 
Speakers: Alain Cadec, Ernesto Penas (DG MARE), Guido Milana, Carmen Fraga 
Estévez, Ulrike Rodust, Raül Romeva i Rueda, Isabella Lövin, Julie Girling, Isabelle 
Thomas, Marek Józef Gróbarczyk, Kriton Arsenis, Nils Torvalds. 

.
17. The EU 2011 Report on Policy Coherence for Development

2012/2063(INI) SEC(2011)1627

Rapporteur: João Ferreira (GUE/NGL)

 Consideration of draft opinion 
Speakers: João Ferreira, Isabella Lövin, Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, Emmanuel Berck 
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(DG MARE), Eduarda Duarte de Sousa (DG DEVCO). 

Decision: the deadline for tabling amendments was set to 18/07/2012 at 12:00.

18. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 1342/2008 of 18 December 2008 
establishing a long-term plan for cod stocks and the fisheries exploiting those 
stocks
***I 2012/0013(COD) COM(2012)0021 – C7-0042/2012

Rapporteur: Diane Dodds (NI)

 Exchange of views 
Speakers: Diane Dodds, Edgars Goldmanis (DG MARE), Isabella Lövin, Ulrike 
Rodust, Pat the Cope Gallagher, Gabriel Mato Adrover.

19. Conservation of fishery resources through technical measures for the protection 
of juveniles of marine organisms
***I 2012/0158(COD) COM(2012)0298 – C7-0156/2012

Rapporteur: Pat the Cope Gallagher (ALDE)

 Presentation by the Commission 

 Exchange of views 
Speakers: Ernesto Bianchi (DG MARE), Dominique Philippe Levieil (DG MARE),
Pat the Cope Gallagher, Ian Hudghton, Carmen Fraga Estévez.

20. Protocol agreed between the EU and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau setting out 
fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement between the two parties currently in force

*** 2012/0134(NLE) COM(2012)0260

Rapporteur: Maria do Céu Patrão Neves (PPE) 

 Presentation by the Commission
 Exchange of views 

Speakers: Emmanuel Berck (DG MARE), Maria do Céu Patrão Neves, Isabella 
Lövin, Antolín Sánchez Presedo.

21. Any other business

None

22. Chair’s announcements concerning coordinators’ decisions

The recommendations issued by coordinators at their meeting of 12 July 2012 were 
approved by the Committee (please see Annex).

23. Date and place of next meeting

 6 September 2012, 9.00 – 12.30 (Brussels)
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*** the meeting closed at 12:30 ***
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Decisions on procedure

1.1. Reports

1.1.1 Consent report on the new Protocol to the FPA with Madagascar (NLE)

Report attributed to the EPP group for 0 point

1.1.2 Consent report on the new protocol to the FPA with the Solomon Islands (NLE)

Report attributed to the ALDE group for 0 point

1.1.3. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 establishing a Community 
system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing
COM (2012)0332
2012/0162(COD)
PECH/7/09881
AVIS: INTA/7/09884; ENVI/7/09883; DEVE/7/09882

Report attributed to the Greens group for 0 point

2.2 Documents received for information

2.2.1. Joint Communication to the European Parliament and the Council: Developing a 
European Union Policy towards the Arctic Region: progress since 2008 and next 
steps
JOIN (2012)0019 final - SWD (2012) 182 final - SWD (2012) 183 final
Committee responsible: ITRE
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No action

2.2.2. Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on 
Member States' efforts during 2010 to achieve a sustainable balance between fishing 
capacity and fishing opportunities

COM (2012) 368 final
Committee responsible: PECH

No action

2.2.3. European Fisheries Control Agency - final accounts for financial year 2011
Committee responsible:  PECH

No action

2.2.4. Communication from the Commission on "The outermost regions of the 
European Union: towards a partnership for smart, sustainable and inclusive 

growth"
COM (2012) 287 final - SWD (2012) 170 FINAL 
Committee responsible: REGI

No action

3. Request for the participation at one of the next PECH Committee meetings of 
representatives of the Dutch company Cornelis Vrolijk for an exchange of views 
about the situation of fishing activities in Mauritania in the context of the current 
difficulties of the negotiations for the renewal of the protocol to the EU -
Mauritania FPA 

An exchange of views on this issue with the participation of representatives of all affected 
stakeholders will be organised. 

4 Request for the participation at one of the next PECH Committee meetings of a 
representative of the North Sea RAC for an exchange of views on the current 
deadlock of long term management plans 

The request was accepted but Coordinators emphasized the need to have in this context a 
broader discussion with the stakeholders with a view of spreading information in the fisheries 
sector about the factual reasons for the deadlock on the multi-annual plans. 

5. Any other business

- Letter from Mr Milana suggesting to postpone the deadline for tabling amendments to the 
EMFF proposal (Cadec report)

A decision will be taken by the Chair in consultation with the rapporteur.

- A formal request shall be sent to Commissioner Janez Potočnik and Commissioner 
Damanaki for a joint appearance at one of the next PECH Committee meetings in order to 
discuss the current proposals in the context of the CITES negotiations regarding the 
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undermining of the flag state responsibilities in respect of chartered vessels and their 
implications for fisheries the situation.
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