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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0838/2012 by Vasilis Hadjievangelou (Cypriot), on alleged human 
rights violations in Cyprus

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to a case concerning the illegal occupation of a plot of land belonging to 
a firm in which he has shares. The petitioner has already applied unsuccessfully to the Cypriot 
authorities, including the Cypriot Ombudsman, who rejected the case on the grounds that the 
Ombudsman cannot intervene in private legal disputes. Since the petitioner considers that the 
Cypriot authorities’ failure to intervene constitutes a violation of the provisions of the right to 
property in the European Convention on Human Rights and the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the EU, he calls on the European Parliament to take the matter up. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2012. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 February 2013

Under the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, the European Commission has no general powers to intervene. It can do so only if an 
issue of European Union law is involved. As regards possible application of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, according to its Article 51, paragraph 1, the 
provisions of the Charter are addressed to the Member States only when they are 
implementing Union law.

On the basis of the information provided, it does not appear that the matter referred to is 
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related to the implementation of EU law. In the present case, it is thus for the concerned 
Member State to ensure that its obligations regarding fundamental rights - as resulting from 
international agreements and from their internal legislation - are respected.
Conclusion

Based on the elements provided in the complaint, the Commission cannot pursue this case any 
further. The Petitioner can bring his case to the national authorities, including the judiciary, 
and if he considers that any of his fundamental rights have been violated, he may lodge a 
complaint with the Council of Europe's European Court of Human Rights.

4. Commission reply (REV), received on 28 August 2013

The Commission recalls that under the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, the European Commission has no general powers to 
intervene. It can do so only if an issue of European Union law is involved. 
As regards the fundamental rights violations alleged in the petition, the Commission recalls 
that The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union does not apply to every 
situation of an alleged violation of fundamental rights. According to its Article 51(1), the 
Charter applies to Member States only when they are implementing European Union law. 
Moreover, Article 6(1) of the Treaty of the European Union states that, “the provisions of the 
Charter shall not extend in any way the competences of the Union as defined in the Treaties.” 
On the basis of the information provided in the petition, there are no elements showing that 
the matter referred to is related to the implementation of EU law. In the present case, it is thus 
for the Member State concerned to ensure that its obligations regarding fundamental rights -
as resulting from international agreements and from their internal legislation - are respected.

Conclusion
Based on the elements provided in the petition, the Commission cannot pursue this case any 
further. 
If all domestic remedies have been exhausted, the petitioner may bring his case to the Council 
of Europe's European Court of Human Rights.


