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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1415/2012 by Michele Fiorentino  (Italian), on difficulties regarding 
establishment in France

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner briefly sets out difficulties encountered regarding his personal and professional 
establishment in France, more specifically in the city of Strasbourg. He takes the view that the 
French administrative system creates difficulties for EU citizens seeking residence.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The Commission's observations

The Commission wants to ensure that all EU citizens can open a payment account in the 
European Union regardless of their place of permanent residence. On 8 May 2013, the 
Commission adopted a proposal for a directive which will grant access to a basic payment 
account to all EU citizens who do not have an account in the given Member State.

 A bank will still be able to refuse an account on suspicions of money laundering or problems 
with the customer identification. However, an account cannot be refused based on the 
financial circumstances of the potential client. Information about this proposal can be found at 
the following address: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-415_en.htm
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The Commission's proposal is now being negotiated by the European Parliament and the 
Council. The Commission hopes that it will be adopted swiftly so that citizens can benefit 
from the new rules as rapidly as possible. 

The Commission is committed to ensure that EU citizens can enjoy their rights in the EU 
without being confronted to unnecessary obstacles. In this context it has recently published its 
2013 EU Citizenship Report putting forward twelve concrete measures to remove obstacles 
EU citizens encounter in particular in cross-border situations:

(http://ec.europa.eu/justice/citizen/index_en.htm).


