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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1425/2012 by Mario Fico (Italian) on the cost of energy distribution 
services

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is seeking a reduction in power grid service costs, indicating that they are 
frequently greater than effective consumption costs. He argues that this would help bring 
energy bills more into line with actual consumption.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The cost of supplying energy to end-consumers (both industrial and households) consist not 
only of the cost of the energy commodity itself (electricity or gas) but also of the cost of the 
use of infrastructure (transmission and distribution cables/pipelines) needed to bring the 
energy to consumers. Consequently, the energy bill for end-consumers contains both 
elements, as well as additional levies and taxes. It is true that the network charges and taxes 
may constitute an important share of the final energy bill, the situation varying between 
Member States. It should be noted that according to EU legislation (more specifically the 
Electricity Directive 2009/72 and the Gas Directive 2009/73), the responsibility for fixing or 
approving, in accordance with transparent criteria, transmission or distribution tariffs or their 
methodologies rest with national regulatory authorities. The EU legislation does not foresee 
any role for the Commission in this regard. It should be also noted that the tariffs or 
methodologies set by national regulatory authorities have to allow the necessary investments 
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in the networks to be carried out in a manner allowing those investments to ensure the 
viability of the networks. 

Conclusion

The Commission notes that the inclusion of energy infrastructure use in final energy bills for 
end-consumers corresponds to the economics of the provision of energy supplies to 
consumers. The methodologies for setting such network charges are the full responsibility of 
national regulatory authorities, and EU legislation does not provide for action on the issue at 
European level. 


