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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1427/2012 by Francesco Iurato (Italian), on cuts to the Erasmus 
programme

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is calling for funds that support the Erasmus project, which encourage 
exchanges between universities in the EU, not to be reduced.

In the petitioner's view, the Erasmus programme gives hope to all young Europeans, enabling 
them to expand their cultural horizons through international training.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

For twenty-six years the Erasmus program has provided significant support for the 
improvement of students’ skills, enhancing their experience and personal development, both 
in self-confidence and sense of initiative, and increasing employment opportunities, as skills 
acquired through Erasmus mobility (linguistic, intercultural, and adaptability to new 
situations) are highly valued by employers.
The Commission is working to continue and expand this support and to further improve the 
impact of the Programme.

Erasmus will not cease its activities. The recent difficulties concerning the availability of 
payment credits have been resolved: the National Agencies, which manage the 
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implementation of the Programme in the participating countries, have received funds to cover 
2013, the last year in the framework of the existing programme.

Erasmus-style mobility of students will remain at the core of the new programme: "Erasmus 
+" which will succeed Erasmus. This new programme, which covers the whole spectrum of 
education and training, as well as youth and sport for the period 2014-2020, is currently being 
discussed with the European Parliament and the Council.

If the agreement is confirmed by the European Parliament and the Council, the budget for the 
new program will be significantly increased and this will allow for the support of a greater 
number of mobility periods for study abroad or to take an internship in another country.  
There will be an increased focus on students who have more limited resources.

These improvements are not just about quantity but also quality: more effective language 
training will be offered before and during the mobility period abroad, and easier recognition 
of study credits acquired abroad will be ensured.


