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Subject: Petition 1445/2012 by Umberto Mazziotti (Italian), on the right to vote of 
Italian seafarers

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is a commanding officer on Italian merchant ships, points out that Italian 
seafarers are unable to exercise their right to vote either in Italian elections or in elections to 
the European Parliament, noting that this category is therefore barred from the full enjoyment 
of their electoral rights. In this regard, he draws attention to a pending bill in the Italian 
Parliament that would solve the problem.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The petitioner denounces the electoral arrangements in Italy that have the effect of depriving 
Italian seafarers from exercising their right to vote in Italian national and European Parliament 
elections.

The Commission’s observations

In fact, the organisation of national elections falls outside the scope of EU law and the 
arrangements are therefore regulated exclusively under the national law of the Member States, 
including the arrangements concerning citizens having a specific status as seafarers.

As regards European Parliament elections, it has been confirmed by the Court of Justice that it 
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is currently for Member States to regulate aspects of European Parliament electoral 
procedures not harmonised at EU level, and in particular to define the persons entitled to vote 
and stand as candidates. However, they must respect general principles of EU law, including 
the principle of equality of treatment.

Conclusion

Democratic participation is a fundamental value for the European Union and it is important to 
guarantee the equal participation of voters and candidates in the elections. Modification of the 
electoral procedures so as to allow seafarers to vote in national and European elections falls 
within the responsibility of the Member States.

It should be noted that as regards European elections, in the 2010 report on elections to the 
European Parliament the Commission had noted that introducing out-of-country voting 
facilities for expatriate voters is one of the possible common principles to be taken into 
account in the context of a reform of the European electoral procedures.1

                                               
1 COM(2010) 605 final.


