
CM\1004038EN.doc PE519.642v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

28.8.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1454/2012 by William Sanders (British), on alleged discrimination in 
the student fees paid by English students in Scotland

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that English students in Scotland are subject to higher fees than 
Scottish or other European students.  

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The petitioner points out that English students are currently required to pay higher fees at 
Scottish universities than Scottish students, even though they are all British nationals. He 
criticises this situation as discriminatory against English students and contends that non-
Scottish UK students should be treated in the same way as 'local' Scottish students, in 
particular since such a right to equal treatment is granted to non-UK EU students.

The Commission's observations
The Commission would first recall that, in the field of education, Member States have full 
responsibility for the content and the organization of their education systems (Article 165 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, TFEU). Nevertheless, in exercising 
such responsibilities, the Member States must comply with European Union law (see, inter 
alia, Case C-12/06 Morgan and Bucher [2007] ECR I-9161, paragraph 24), namely, in this 
case, the principles of non-discrimination on grounds of nationality (Article 18 TFEU) and 
freedom to move and reside within the territory of the Member States (Article 21 TFEU). In 
the matter of tuition fees, these principles entail that students from another EU country must 
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enjoy the same rights and, where relevant, incur the same obligations, as local students, i.e. 
students from the Member State where the educational institutions in question are located 
(see, to that effect, Case 293/83 Gravier [1985] ECR 593, paragraphs 19 and 25).

However, given that the differences in treatment in dispute in the present situation (a higher 
rate of tuition fees charged to non-Scottish UK students) only concern 'local' students for the 
purposes of EU law, as English, Welsh, Scottish and Northern Irish students are all considered 
UK students, such differences would fall outside the scope of EU law. It is therefore within 
the exclusive competence of UK authorities or courts to assess whether such a situation is 
compatible with national law provisions. 


