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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern regarding the situation in Libya, in particular the town of 
Bani Walid, where the military are continuing to clash with armed insurgents frequently 
claiming civilian lives. The town is now shut off from the outside world and no more food 
supplies are entering. The petitioner is also seeking help against attacks by armed gangs and 
EU consultations with the new government on how to protect the civilian populace. He takes 
the view that the new administration is too weak and has not had sufficient time to put in 
place effective government, police and military structures. He is therefore seeking urgent 
political, diplomatic and, possibly, military assistance from the EU.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The Commission's observations 

The EU followed very closely the events that took place in October 2012 in the Libyan city of 
Bani Walid. Different contacts were held between the EU Delegation in Libya and the United 
Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) to analyse the humanitarian situation during the 
armed clashes. Some punctual reports from unconfirmed sources pointed at the use of 
weapons banned by international law like, for instance, gas. However, the different missions 
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conducted in Bani Walid by humanitarian organisations, during and after the clashes, could 
not find evidences which could back those allegations.

The EU raises human rights issues with the Libyan authorities on a regular basis and will 
continue to do so in the future. The EU also issued statements in this regard, for example, 
when the first reports of abuses in detention centres were made public, the High 
Representative/Vice President Catherine Ashton issued a statement in which she called for the 
respect of all detainees in Libya in accordance with international standards. 

The Libyan authorities have acknowledged problems and have expressed their readiness to 
address these issues. At the same time, the Commission remains sensitive to the complex 
situation in Libya at present. Over the past two years Libya has undergone a period of 
political uncertainty with governments having to deal with numerous challenges – including a 
major security and political crisis. 

The EU will continue to press the authorities to ensure respect for human rights standards and 
will continue to help them meet their responsibilities under international law. In this regard it 
should be noted that the EU is already providing a €20 million support package aimed at 
improving the protection of vulnerable groups. The EU is also funding a number of important 
programmes to promote dialogue, mediation and peaceful conflict resolution. The recently 
concluded peace agreement between the elders in Sabha is an example of some encouraging 
progress achieved through these programmes. 

The Council gave on 22 May the green light to launch a civilian CSDP mission on integrated 
border management (EUBAM Libya). The strategic objective of EUBAM is to support the 
Libyan authorities to develop capacity for enhancing the security of their land, sea and air 
borders, and to develop a broader Integrated Border Management (IBM) strategy. These 
efforts will contribute to state-consolidation, economic development, and the fight against 
organised crime and terrorism in the country and the wider region.

EU BAM will of course be human rights compliant in all of its work, and promote human 
rights compliance by our partners. This includes mainstreaming of human rights and gender 
issues into training activities and advisory functions and cooperating with relevant national 
and international key actors in relation to human rights. The human rights training is already 
programmed to be part of this capacity delivery, both as a prerequisite of EU support and at 
the specific request of the Libyan authorities. Close liaison is being maintained with UNHCR, 
IOM and ICRC to support both situational awareness and help deliver capacity where 
appropriate. 

Other relevant EU programmes in this context include support to the authorities with police 
and justice reform (a €10 million programme started in January 2013). This programme also 
provides assistance to the reintegration of ex-fighters. Another EU funded programme (€ 6.5 
million) provides technical and vocational training to the youth and unemployed, allowing 
them to find alternative employment opportunities. 
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Conclusion

The EU will keep monitoring the situation in Libya very closely and is using its political and 
diplomatic channels to emphasise to the Libyan authorities the need to respect the rule of law 
and human rights. 
Through its cooperation programme the EU provides direct assistance to protect vulnerable 
groups while at the same time building the capacity of the Libyan authorities to improve the 
legal framework, law enforcement and its capacity to deal with minorities and vulnerable 
groups. EU support also contributes to the reintegration of ex-fighters in security sectors or 
civilian life. 

The EU will remain engaged, supporting the Libyan democratic transition process in all its 
complex dimensions. 


