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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1485/2012 by Vera Artz  (German), on concerning the refusal of a 
French university to recognise her qualifications

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that she carried out her studies under a Franco-German scheme 
organised by the German university of Munster and the French university of Lille, entitling 
graduates under the system of ECTS points to both a German and a French degree. Having 
successfully completed her studies, she was duly awarded a German degree. She was not, 
however, awarded a French degree, the French university authorities having decided that an 
additional fifth year of study was necessary and, contrary to previous years, refused to 
recognise masters degree studies in another (in the petitioner’s case, German) university as 
admissible. The petitioner objects to this sudden change in policy and questions its 
acceptability in the absence of transitional arrangements for the students concerned. She 
argues that legal certainty is being compromised as a result and wishes to know whether it is 
admissible and compatible with the Bologna principles for a French university arbitrarily to 
decide that German university qualifications are no longer adequate.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The petitioner presents her case and that of another student of a German-French double 
degree program in political science, offered by the university Westfälische Wilhelms-
Universität Münster in cooperation with the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) of Lille. She 
complains in particular about changes made to the structure of the program by the University 
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of Lille. Specifically, while the original duration of the program was of four years, two in 
each of the two educational establishments, the IEP of Lille has added one year of study, 
without which it refuses to award its diploma (Master). The petitioner complains that the 
change extends the time of studies, violates their expectations and increases their costs.

The Commission's observations
In accordance with Article 5 of the Treaty on European Union, the Union shall act only within 
the limits of the competences conferred upon it by the Member States in the Treaties to attain 
the objectives set out therein. In the area of education, Article 165 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union stipulates that the Union contributes to the development 
of quality education by encouraging cooperation between Member States and, if necessary, by 
supporting and supplementing their action, while fully respecting the responsibility of the 
Member States for the content of teaching and the organization of education system. In that 
context, the question raised by the petitioner belongs to the competence of the Member States. 
The petitioner also refers to the Bologna process. In her view, the promotion of mobility 
between universities and courses is the main goal of the Bologna Process but the approach of 
the IEP is detrimental to this process. The Commission recalls that agreements within 
Bologna are intergovernmental and inter-university, and they are not binding rules of EU law. 
Conclusion

In light of the above, the European Commission is not able to intervene.


