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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1489/2012 by M.R. (Dutch), on translation of her degree into a 
language other than German for recognition thereof

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is seeking recognition of her degree certificate in Austria, indicates that 
the Austrian authorities are insisting on a German translation thereof. She points out that in 
other countries, for example Belgium and the Netherlands, English translations are becoming 
ever more widely accepted. She wishes to know whether the requirement that a translation be 
provided in the language of the country in question is in accordance with EU law, arguing that 
recognition of degrees in English would facilitate freedom of movement throughout Europe 
and would save on the cost of a certified translation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The petitioner’s information about the acceptance of two other languages concerns the 
teaching of two foreign languages in education and not their practice in the administration.

Generally, as to the recognition of diplomas, the Commission would like to observe that, in 
accordance with Article 5 of the Treaty on European Union, the Union may act only within 
the limits of the powers conferred by the Treaty. In the area of education, Article 165 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union stipulates that the Union contributes to the 
development of quality education by encouraging cooperation between Member States and, if 
necessary, by supporting and supplementing their action, while fully respecting the 
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responsibility of the Member States for the content of teaching and the organization of 
education systems. In that context, the recognition of academic diplomas governing access to 
education belongs to the competence of the Member States.

Conclusion

There is no binding rule of the EU law obliging Member States to accept foreign documents 
in English translation rather than in the official language(s) of its administration.


