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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

28.8.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1518/2012 by V.M. (Greek), on Outlaw the Greek neo Nazi party
Hrysi Avgi

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is asking the EP to outlaw the Greek neo Nazi party Hrysi Avgi given that the 
issues which they represent - such as iron-fist policies, getting rid of traitors, etc. - do not 
belong to today's Europe.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

Under the Treaties on which the European Union is based, the European Commission has no 
general powers to intervene with the Member States in the area of fundamental rights. It can 
only do so if an issue of European Union law is involved. The fundamental rights recognized 
by the EU are spelled out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU. In line with its 
Article 51(1), the Charter is binding on the EU institutions when exercising their 
competencies conferred on them by the Treaties and its provisions are addressed to the 
Member States only when they are implementing Union law.
The European Commission has repeatedly condemned all forms and manifestations of racism 
and xenophobia, as they are incompatible with the principal values the EU is founded on. 
According to Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA on combating racism and 
xenophobia, all EU Member States are obliged to penalise the intentional public incitement to 
violence or hatred directed against a group of persons or a member of such a group defined by 
reference to race, colour, religion, descent or national or ethnic origin. The intentional public 
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condoning, denial or gross trivialisation of the Nazi crimes is also to be made criminally 
punishable. Political parties inciting violence or hatred based on one of these grounds can fall 
within the provision. The Commission is currently monitoring Member State's implementing 
measures and will draw up a report on this issue by the end of 2013. It is not, however, 
authorised to launch infringement proceedings on the basis of the Framework Decision until 1 
December 2014. It is thus for national authorities to investigate any instances of hate speech 
or Holocaust denial and to prosecute the perpetrators of such offences.

Conclusion

Based on the elements provided in the complaint, the Commission does not have the 
competence to intervene in the present case. It is however closely following the situation and 
is deeply concerned about any racist or xenophobic incidents emerging in the EU.

The Commission will continue to pay particular attention to the correct implementation of 
Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA. The Commission will publish the first report on the 
implementation of Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA in 2013.


