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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1530/2012 by Trudy Carroll (Irish), on the creation of a central 
European database for missing and unidentified persons

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner asks the European Union to set up a central database for registering missing 
and unidentified persons. She refers the Committee to the equivalent database in the United 
States, which she believes could be used as a model: www.namus.gov.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The Commission refers to its answers to European Parliament questions E-005439/2011, E-
007395/2011, E-008273/2011 and in particular the recent answer to parliamentary question E-
005233/2013. 
In question E-005233/2013 the European Parliament asked if the Commission plans to create 
a European database of missing and unidentified persons to help find missing individuals.

The Commission informed the European Parliament on the developments regarding the 
recently launched second generation Schengen Information System (SIS II – a database for 
law enforcement authoritities which all Schengen countries can access). Alerts on missing 
persons are included, as stipulated in Chapter VI of Council Decision 2007/533/JHA of 12 
June 2007 on the establishment, operation and use of SIS II. The system includes data on 
missing persons who need to be placed under police protection and/or whose whereabouts 
need to be ascertained. In the case of a missing person, including a child, the authority will 
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report when that person has been located and the action taken as requested by the authorities 
creating the alert.  

The Commission also explained that the Netherlands has undertaken the so-called AMBER 
Alert Europe Initiative which is a pilot project with the aim to establish a EU-wide 
cross-border alert system for abducted children. This project is partially funded by a national 
subvention programme which in turn is supported by the Security Research Programme of the 
EU 7th Framework Programme for Research.

To complement this information, the Commission can inform the petitioner and the European 
Parliament that the initiative is set up in such a way that citizens are involved in the search for 
missing persons by using all communication types. According to the initiative already more 
than 1.9 million members are registered to receive alerts. In addition non-registered persons 
will also be informed if somebody is missing through pro-active communication by for 
example quick interventions cutting in on television programming.

In addition to the above-mentioned answers, the Commission would also like to draw to the 
attention of the petitioner and the European Parliament the so-called yellow notices that are 
issued by INTERPOL. INTERPOL is an international police cooperation organisation 
comprising police authorities from 190 countries and has a system for notices on various 
phenomena including the occurrence of missing persons. Not only police organisations 
receive these notices but they are also accessible for the wider public through the INTERPOL 
website: http://www.interpol.int/Missing-Persons. Although this is less of a pro-active 
instrument it has the advantage of having a global reach and includes globally obtained 
information.

Conclusion

Considering the instruments referred to in these observations as well as in its previous 
answers to the European Parliament questions, the Commission does not intend making 
proposals to establish further databases on missing/unidentified persons.


