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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1540/2012 by Liz Gaffer (British), concerning changes to the 
common fisheries policy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner recommends a number of improvements to the common fisheries policy, in 
particular the issuing of fisheries licences to those favouring sustainable fishing practices, the 
progressive elimination of discards and an end to the use of taxpayers’ money to support 
destructive fishing practices in Europe and abroad.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 August 2013

The Commission welcomes the efforts of the petitioners in support of improved fisheries 
management.
The Commission points to the political agreement reached among the Union Institutions 
(European Parliament, Council of Ministers and European Commission) on the proposal for a 
new Common Fisheries Policy.

This new Policy, which is expected to enter into force on January 1, 2014, gives priority to 
healthy seas and stocks through the application of the principle of maximum sustainable yield, 
which will now be enshrined in European law. It also puts an end to discarding, under a 
progressive introduction of a landing obligation for virtually all commercial fisheries in the 
Union. 
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Additionally, it calls upon Member States to use transparent and objective criteria including 
those of an environmental, social and economic nature when allocating fishing opportunities. 
The criteria to be used may include, among others, the impact of fishing on the environment. 
It also calls upon Member States to endeavour to provide incentives to fishing vessels 
deploying selective fishing gear or using fishing techniques with reduced environmental 
impact.

In a related proposal for a new European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, the Commission has 
indeed proposed to eliminate all public funding in support of destructive fishing practices. This 
proposal is currently under negotiations among the co-legislators.

Conclusions
Under the reformed, new Common Fisheries Policy all conditions are set to gear fisheries 
management in the direction of the improvements called for in the petition.


