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Subject: Petition 1557/2012 by Vasile Capra (Romanian), on a dispute over an 
inheritance in Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner describes how his mother, who died in July 2011 in Bistrița, Romania, left part 
of her assets to him. Although the petitioner’s notary in Germany requested a copy of the will 
from the notary in Romania, the latter has not responded to the requests. Moreover, the notary 
has taken no action in response to the petitioner’s claims. The petitioner travelled to 
Romanian in April 2012 and discovered a number of irregularities. These included the notary 
not having started the inheritance procedures provided for by law and having kept possession 
of the original documents. The petitioner explains that lawyers do not dare bring a complaint, 
because the notary’s husband is Chairman of the Bistrița Magistrates’ Association. The 
petitioner condemns this corruption in the Romanian judicial system and calls for help in his 
case.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 September 2013

The Commission has given careful consideration to the petition. The Commission is very 
sorry to hear about the petitioner’s difficulties during the succession proceedings relating to 
his mother’s estate in Romania and would like to assure the petitioner that such situations are 
taken very seriously.

However, under the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
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European Union, the Commission has no general powers to intervene in individual cases of 
alleged infringement of fundamental rights. Accordingly, the Commission may only take 
action if an issue arises during implementation or application of EU law by Member States.

Regarding cross-border situations in succession law cases such as described by the petitioner, 
there are not yet any applicable EU-law instruments which would allow the Commission to 
take appropriate steps.

It can be generally expected that Regulation (EU) No 650/2012 of 4 July 2012 on jurisdiction, 
applicable law, recognition and enforcement of decisions and acceptance and enforcement of 
authentic instruments in matters of succession and on the creation of a European Certificate of 
Succession (Official Journal L 201, 27 July 2012, p. 107) will contribute to a significant 
improvement in cross-border succession procedures, such as described by the petitioner. 
However, most of these new rules will apply to the succession of persons who die on or after 
17 August 2015. As a result, the Regulation is not applicable to the case brought forward by 
the petitioner, since his mother died in 2011.

Therefore, the Commission cannot provide any follow-up to this case. If the petitioner is of 
the opinion that the authorities involved have incorrectly assessed the facts of the case, he 
may wish to assert his rights, including his fundamental rights, by seeking redress at national 
level through the competent authorities.

Conclusion
The Commission does not see a need to take action at EU level on the issues raised by the 
petitioner.


