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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers that all businesses which process ingredients of animal origin with a 
view to marketing them in food products should be required to indicate conspicuously and 
legibly on their products whether the animal(s) from which the ingredients are derived have 
been ritually slaughtered. According to the petitioner it is not possible for consumers in shops 
or restaurants to tell whether a product contains parts from ritually slaughtered animals. 
Consumers ought, as in the case of organic meat and ordinary meat, to be able to make an 
informed choice in a shop or restaurant.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 September 2013

Ritually slaughtered meat is not defined by the EU legislation. However, Member States are 
responsible for allowing slaughter without stunning in the case of certain religious rites and 
for monitoring the conditions under which it should take place, in compliance with EU and 
possibly stricter national rules.

In parallel, Directive 2000/13/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the labelling, presentation and 
advertising of foodstuffs1 does not foresee any specific labelling requirement as regards 
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information on methods of slaughter. The latter Directive has been recently revised. 
Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
provision of food information to consumers will repeal and replace Directive 2000/13/EC, as 
of 13 December 2014.1 Recital (50) of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 acknowledges that 
Union consumers show an increasing interest in the implementation of the Union animal 
welfare rules at the time of slaughter, including whether the animal was stunned before 
slaughter. Accordingly, it provides that a study on the opportunity to provide consumers with 
the relevant information on the stunning of animals should be considered in the context of a 
future Union strategy for the protection and welfare of animals. This study2 was originally 
planned for 2013 as part of the deliverables of the EU animal welfare strategy 2012-20153. 
The Commission signed the contract for the study in March 2013 and the results are expected 
to be available by April 2014. In the light of the outcome of the study, the Commission will 
consider whether further actions are necessary. 

Conclusion
The point raised by the petitioner has already been considered by the legislators in the 
recently adopted Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to 
consumers. It has been decided not to require on a mandatory basis such information at this 
stage. The provision of relevant information on the stunning of animals to consumers is 
considered in the context of a specific on-going study. In the light of the outcome of the 
study, the Commission will consider whether further actions are necessary.
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3 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council and the European Economic 
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