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Subject: Petition 1733/2012 by K.S. (German), on European legislation to prevent 
alcohol abuse

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers that European legislation should be adopted against alcohol abuse. 
The reasons that he cites for doing so include alcohol abuse among young people aged under 
18, road safety, violence, including domestic violence, harm to health and social problems due 
to alcohol abuse. The petitioner proposes that alcohol should only be sold in special shops to 
people over 18, who would have to produce evidence of their identity, and the quantities 
should be recorded. Young people under 18 should not be permitted to enter premises where 
alcohol is served.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 September 2013

The Commission's observations 
The Commission agrees that despite the efforts in Member States and at EU level, reducing 
alcohol-related harm particularly among young people continues to be a key public health 
issue across the EU. Fostering a healthy population and workforce for the future, and reducing 
costs to healthcare, law enforcement as well as the wider society and economy, calls for a 
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significant reduction in alcohol-related harm.
In 2006 the Commission adopted the EU Strategy to support Member States in reducing 
alcohol-related harm1. The Communication highlighted that harmful and hazardous alcohol 
consumption was responsible for 7.4 % of all ill-health and early death in the EU and had a 
negative effect on labour and productivity.  It set out actions which emphasise the exchange, 
development and implementation of good practices by Member States and by stakeholders, 
including the alcohol industry. The priority themes for action were: to protect young people, 
children and the unborn child; reduce injuries and deaths from alcohol-related road accidents; 
prevent alcohol-related harm among adults; raise awareness about appropriate consumption 
patterns; and develop a common evidence base at EU level. 

Conclusion
The Commission is aware of the severity of alcohol-related harm particularly among young 
people and the need to take action. The most important measures are related to price, 
advertising and marketing, increasing treatment rates for people with alcohol problems and 
availability of alcohol. 
Most of these actions including the ones proposed in the petition (concerning the availability 
of alcohol) fall under Member States' jurisdiction. The Commission's role is to support, 
complement and coordinate national policies on alcohol and health. 

                                               
1 Communication from the Commission COM (2006)625


