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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner fears that when the tobacco directive is revised, menthol and slim cigarettes 
will be banned. The petitioner, who is a smoker herself, does not see why the EU should have 
to prohibit her from smoking such cigarettes. She believes that such a ban breaches the 
fundamental right to the free development of her personality without harming other people. 
She considers that the EU is going too far in telling mature and responsible citizens what to 
do.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 September 2013

The Commission's observations 

Scientific studies and market data have demonstrated that flavours influence and enhance 
smoking initiation. Flavours such as menthol are likely to stimulate taking up smoking, 
addiction, brand preference and make it more difficult to stop smoking. Menthol specifically 
makes tobacco products more palatable and can give a false impression regarding their 
harmfulness. Member States have started to adopt measures to regulate/limit flavours such as 
menthol capsules in Germany and vanilla in France.  Therefore, harmonisation is needed to 
achieve a coherent approach. Also, the Framework Convention for Tobacco Control 
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guidelines recommend to its Parties, including the EU and Germany, to take action in this 
area.

 As regards slim cigarettes, several studies have found that slim cigarette packages have been 
associated with femininity, elegance and slimness. Moreover, it has been found that the 
shapes (e.g. slim) and colours (e.g. pink, black, denim blue) of individual cigarettes can create 
the impression that they are less harmful. One study found that smokers of 'slim' cigarettes 
were more likely to believe that some cigarettes could be less harmful and that their own 
brand might be a little less harmful. Misleading elements are already banned under the current 
Tobacco Products Directive. 

The Internal Market in Tobacco Products is already harmonised under the current Tobacco 
Products Directive and the Commission proposal simply updates and expands the existing 
level of harmonisation. The proposal also complies with the fundamental right of EU law. The 
obligations imposed on manufacturers, importers and distributors of tobacco products in this 
context are necessary to improve the functioning of the internal market while ensuring a high 
level of health protection.

Conclusion

The Commission proposal to revise the Tobacco Products Directive – including provisions on 
menthol cigarettes and slims – is currently being discussed by the European Parliament and 
the Council. The final outcome of these deliberations is not yet known. 


