
CM\1010203EN.doc PE523.133v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

30.10.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1391/2012 by Christinel Farsch (German), and 93 co-signatories, on 
connecting a village in Romania to the electricity network

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner draws attention to the fact that the municipality of Holbav (Romania) is not 
connected to the electricity network. For many years, particularly at election time, Romanian 
politicians have promised that the village is to be connected to the network. In spite of all 
these fine promises, nothing has happened. As a result, even now in 2013, there are some 300 
people living without electricity, in spite of the fact that the village is only 20 km from the 
city of Braşov. The petitioner calls it a scandal for all EU citizens that such a situation can 
exist in the EU, particularly since the lack of electricity means that the village’s farmers are 
unable to sell their milk because it cannot be cooled in accordance with the regulations. The 
Romanian authorities say that there is no money for the connection, and yet last year a solar 
energy plant was constructed just 8 km from the village with considerable (EU) subsidies. The 
petitioner calls urgently on the European Parliament to persuade the Romanian authorities to 
finally connect the village to the electricity network.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 February 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 October 2013
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According to EU law1, Member States must ensure that that all household customers enjoy the 
right to be supplied with electricity of a specified quality within their territory at reasonable, 
easily and clearly comparable, transparent and non-discriminatory prices ("universal 
service"). Member States must also impose on distribution companies an obligation to 
connect customers to their network2. Furthermore, MS shall protect final customers in remote 
areas3.

However, EU law does not oblige MS to ensure the connection of the households for free. 
Member States' Regulatory Authorities (NRA) – in Romania the ANRE - are given4 the 
responsibility for fixing (or approving) at least the methodologies used to calculate or 
establish the terms and conditions for connection and access to national networks.

While Romania is not obliged under EU law to ensure that households currently not 
connected to the electricity network receive such a connection free of charge, it follows from 
the legal basis mentioned above that Romania must ensure that households should at least 
receive an offer, from the Distribution System Operator (DSO) in the area, for establishing 
such a connection at a reasonable price (cf. the provisions referring a.o. to reasonable price in 
connection with the right to universal service as mentioned above). While there is no legal 
definition nor jurisprudence as to what constitutes "reasonable price" in this regard, it can be 
assumed that such price should reflect justifiable costs but not lead to excessive profit or 
abuse of the natural monopoly by the DSO.
  
Conclusion

It is the responsibility of the Romanian NRA (ANRE) to ensure the enforcement of the 
relevant provisions of the corresponding legislation and the petitioners should therefore seek 
intervention from ANRE if the local DSO does not act in compliance with the applicable law. 
Should ANRE fail to act to fulfil its responsibility, recourse can be sought through the 
national judicial system. For its part, the Commission takes note of the alleged situation and 
will make suitable use of it in the compliance checks currently under way. 

                                               
1 Directive 2009/72/EC of  the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 July 2009 concerning common 

rules for the internal market in electricity ("Electricity Directive")
2 Art. 3 (3) of the  Electricity Directive 
3 Art. 3 (7) of the Electricity Directive
4 Art. 37(6) of the Electricity Directive


