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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1579/2012 by Alberto Lago González (Spanish), on behalf of Ferbal 
Agrícola SL, on the projected high-speed rail route between Murcia and 
Cartagena (Spain), which would negatively impact on a Natura2000 site

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces that the Ministry of Public Works and Transport of Spain 
(Ministerio de Fomento), in the course of pursuing the approval of a high-speed rail project 
that would link the cities of Murcia and Cartagena (Spain), is infringing European 
environmental legislation. The petitioner alerts that the chosen high-speed rail route would 
cross a Natura2000 site (ES0000269, Monte El Valle y Sierras de Altaona y Escalona) and 
therefore have a severely negative environmental impact on this special protected area (SPA). 
The petitioner further details that the Environmental Impact Assessments conducted for the 
project evidenced the existence of two alternative routes which would have minimal impact 
on the same Natura2000 site. As a result, the petitioner denounces infringements of the 
Habitats Directive, the Birds Directive, and the Directive on the assessment of the effects of 
certain public and private projects on the environment.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 October 2013

According to the information available to the Commission, it appears that an information 
study has been provisionally approved at this stage, and that no final approval has been 
granted. It also appears that the procedure for the environmental impact assessment of the 
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project is still ongoing, according to the public information available1.

The Commission would point out that before authorising the project the competent authorities 
will need to ensure that the requirements of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, and in 
particular paragraphs 6.3 and 6.4, are fullfilled. According to these provisions, any plan or 
project likely to have a significant impact on the site shall be subject to appropriate 
assessment of its implications for the site's conservation objectives. In case of a negative 
assessment, and in the absence of alternative solutions, the project may only be authorized if it 
is of overriding public interest and on condition that appropriate compensatory measures are 
provided to protect the coherence of the Natura 2000 network.

Conclusion

According to the information available to the Commission, the competent authorities have not 
yet taken a final decision regarding the project to build a high speed rail link between Murcia 
and Cartagena, and there is no evidence that any EU environment legislation has been 
breached. 

                                               
1https://servicios.magrama.es/irj/servlet/prt/portal/prtroot/pcd%213aportal_content%212fMMA%212fcom.mma.
anonimo%212fcom.mma.launcher_anonimo?NavigationTarget=navurl%3A%2F%2F2b0b5dbfb58d23967759a6
97b58759ea&CurrentWindowId=WID1258101186250&NavMode=3 (file 20090445).


