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noise-related operating restrictions at EU airports

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to withdraw the proposal for a regulation 
(COM(2011) 828) on the establishment of rules and procedures with regard to the 
introduction of noise-related operating restrictions at EU airports. She advocates a general ban 
on night flying (between 22.00 and 06.00) for all airports in areas where residents are exposed 
to noise nuisance. According to the petitioner, this need not lead to any job losses or 
economic damage because these flights can also be made in the daytime. The petitioner 
believes that people’s health is more important than the profits which are made in logistics

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 October 2013

Aviation is a global industry which needs day and night operations to ensure connectivity. 
These operations create welfare for a wide region and many companies in this region rely on 
regular and reliable air services. Aircraft operations produce inevitably a certain degree of 
noise nuisance, and it is unavoidable that such noise nuisance can be higher during the night. 
That is the reason why it is up to the national authorities to assess the noise situation in each 
airport and to decide on the most cost-effective measures to mitigate excessive noise, tailored 
to the particular situation.

The Commission has therefore adopted a proposal (COM(2011)828) which streamlines the 
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noise assessment process and allows the national authorities to better assess the noise situation 
around the airport. The citizens living in the vicinity of the airport will have to be informed 
and consulted in this process. The purpose of the proposal is also to make a better link 
between this noise assessment process and the Environmental Noise Directive 1 which offers 
protection against all forms of environmental noise, including air traffic noise.

Conclusion

The Commission has no intention to withdraw its proposal and will continue to support the 
European Parliament and the Council in the legislative process on its adoption.

                                               
1 Directive 2002/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2002 relating to the assessment and 
management of environmental noise (OJ L189/12 of 18.07.2002).


