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Subject: Petition 1737/2012 by G. B. (German), on the privatisation of the domestic 
water supply

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to try to prevent privatisation of the domestic 
water supply in the EU. She states that the privatisations in the gas, oil and electricity 
industries have shown that the sole aim is for the companies concerned, and their 
shareholders, to maximise their profits, while necessary investment is neglected or deferred. 
Privatisation also means that energy and water degenerate into commodities for speculation, 
rendering prices unpredictable.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 October 2013

For months, there have been reports that the European Commission was trying to privatise 
water or more generally, public services, by the back door through its proposal on a new 
Directive on the award of concession contracts (Concessions Directive). It has led to the first 
European citizens' initiative and 1.8 million people signing a petition on water.

The privatisation of the water or any other sector was never the Commission's intention and 
such allegations were not accurate. At no point had the Commission proposed or encouraged 
the privatisation of public services. Member States and their local authorities freely decide 
how to deliver public services and they will continue to do so, provided the existing 
legislative requirements, for example laying down quality standards for drinking water, are 
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met. They can carry out this task with own resources or contract it out to any other body, 
including a private company.

During the negotiations, the Commission tried at every stage to make the legislative text even 
clearer on this point and to reassure citizens and public authorities that neither water, nor any 
other sector, was being privatised. Despite all the changes to the legal text and the 
contributions from all the political parties in the European Parliament and from the Council, 
the final text relating to water did not satisfy anyone. It was not sufficiently clear in the eyes 
of citizens and risked creating fragmentation of the single market. That is why the best 
solution turned out to be the removal of water from the scope of the Concessions Directive. 

Conclusion

No legislative proposal from the European Commission has ever aimed at the privatisation of 
the water sector. Member States and their local authorities will remain free to decide how they 
want to organize the supply of drinking water for their citizens, provided the existing 
legislative requirements, for example laying down quality standards for drinking water, are 
met. 


