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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses fears that the review of the tobacco directive will result in tobacco 
products being classified as lethal drugs and that menthol and slim cigarettes will be banned. 
The petitioner, herself a smoker, does not understand why the EU should seek to forbid her 
from smoking cigarettes of this type. While she is aware of the harmful consequences, she 
takes the view that the decision to smoke or refrain from smoking is a personal one, pointing 
out that other equally harmful products and lifestyles are not subject to such stringent legal 
provisions as tobacco and smoking. She argues that inflexible regulatory measures of this 
nature will lead to the collapse of the market economy and considers that smokers suffer 
discrimination and infringement of their individual rights. She concludes that, in this case, the 
EU is going too far in the tutelage of its citizens.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 October 2013

The proposal of the Commission of December 2012 on the revision of the tobacco products 
directive is based on Art. 114 of the Treaty and is justified to address the shortcomings of the 
internal market for tobacco products. From a health perspective the main focus is on the 
protection of young people. 70% of smokers start smoking below the age of 18 and 
consumers who have reached the age of 24 are statistically unlikely to start smoking. The risk 
is that it is easier to start smoking than to quit once addicted. In other words from a health 
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perspective the main purpose is to discourage young people to start smoking. In this light the 
proposal concentrates on "initiation products", e.g. slim-cigarettes for young girls or strongly 
flavoured cigarettes like menthol. 

Obviously tobacco control can also be achieved through other measures, e.g. tax increases or 
advertising legislation. But this does not mean that the proposed measures are ineffective as 
the experience from other jurisdictions in the world shows.

Conclusion

Taking into account that the legislative proposal is currently discussed in Council and 
Parliament, the Commission is no longer in a position to assist the petitioner. In any event the 
Commission considers the proposed measures proportionate. 


