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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1450/2012 by Walter Serpagli (Italian), on the sale of petrol for 
motor vehicles

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner succinctly calls for the car industry to develop a special technology that enables 
drivers to know exactly how many litres they have in their tank, in order to avoid fraud on the 
part of petrol stations. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 April 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2013

In order to prevent fraud in petrol stations, the petitioner calls for car manufacturers to equip 
cars with technology indicating the exact number of litres in the petrol tank of the car before 
and after refuelling.

The Commission is not in a position to assess whether the car industry can develop 
technologies showing exactly how many litres of petrol are in the tank. There would be no 
legal basis to require this. 

The Commission would like to add, as background information, that the accuracy of 
measurement for petrol pumps is regulated in the European Union by Directive 2004/22/EC 
on measuring instruments. An important justification for the original directive was consumer 
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protection. The Directive harmonises the measuring aspects of fuel dispensers, including 
those with a self-service function. The specific requirements for fuel dispensers are listed in 
the instrument specific Annex MI-005 of this directive. Points 7.1 and 8 of Annex I to the 
directive require that measuring instruments should be designed and manufactured so as to 
prevent fraudulent use and to be adequately protected against corruption and the risk of 
diversion of the measured quantity.  

Directive 2004/22/EC is applicable since 30 October 2006. In order to be legally placed on 
the market, a measuring instrument falling within its scope and subject to legal metrological 
control, has to comply with its provisions and bear both the ‘CE’ marking and the 
supplementary metrology marking ‘M’ that indicate such compliance. In the framework of 
their market surveillance tasks relating to the enforcement of Directive 2004/22/EC, Member 
States are obliged to take all appropriate measures to ensure that measuring instruments that 
are subject to legal metrological control but do not comply with the applicable provisions of 
the Directive are neither placed on the market nor put into use.   

The transition period of 10 years ending on 29 October 2016 still allows for the use of fuel 
dispensers compliant with national rules valid before the directive’s entry into force. 
However, it is expected that the situation will change once the transition period is over and 
only dispensers that entirely comply with the Directive are put into service. This will notably 
be the case for self-service installations (petrol stations), where there is no operator present, as 
such installations are covered as ‘instruments’ in the meaning of the directive.


