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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1555/2012 by Helmut Wolfram (German), supported by 1 co-
signatory, on behalf of the residents of the Kleedorf district in Bad 
Brambach, on the erection of wind turbines near a German residential area 
on the border with the Czech Republic

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is mayor of the municipality of Bad Brambach (Germany). Very close to a 
district in his municipality, which lies on the border between Germany and the Czech 
Republic, a wind farm is being built on the Czech side. The wind farm is one of a group of 
wind farms planned by the Czech authorities. Residents of the residential area in the 
petitioner’s municipality have set up a citizens’ action group to protest about the erection of 
the wind turbines. According to the petitioner, the wind turbines are located too close to the 
residential area, which means that they could have a damaging impact on health (noise 
nuisance, casting of shadows). Harm could also be caused because the municipality might 
become less attractive to tourists on account of the wind turbines. The petitioner also wonders 
whether European law does not require consultation between Germany and the Czech 
Republic before such a wind farm project begins and whether account has been taken of 
nature conservation areas. The petitioner requests an investigation by the European 
Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2013
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There is no EU legislation related to the impacts of wind turbines on health and on tourism. 
Questions of different impacts of the project on the environment are dealt with within the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process. Addressing such impacts is the responsibility of 
Member States. 

According to art 4(2) and Annex II of the Directive 2011/92/EU1 (Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive), Member States are responsible for deciding whether wind energy 
projects are to be subject to an environmental impact assessment. The relevant Czech EIA law 
requires that such projects are subject to a screening procedure, which could result in the 
decision to proceed further with an environmental impact assessment. In 2010, the screening 
procedure for this project2 concluded that it will not have significant impacts on the 
environment, including the Natura 2000 sites concerned.

As regards the potential impacts on nature conservation areas, the relevant EU legislation are 
Directive 2009/174/EC3 (Birds Directive) and Directive 92/43/EEC4 (Habitats Directive). 
There is no incoherence in principle between wind energy development and compliance with 
the EU nature legislation. Each project has to be assessed on a case by case basis. The 
Commission promotes good practice in relation to the location, planning, design, construction 
and operation of such facilities in order to minimize their impact on biodiversity. The 
Commission has consequently issued a guidance document focusing on wind-energy 
developments and Natura 20005.

The area of concern is located in the most Western edge of the Czech Republic in Horní 
Paseky on the border with the Federal Republic of Germany. The project is located on 
grassland area surrounded mostly by forest vegetation on both the Czech and the German side 
of the border. The project consists of 5 wind turbines VESTAS V90 (2 MW each). It was 
authorised in 2010 and constructed in 2012. 

The closest German Natura 2000 sites are SCI DE5639302 Raunerbach- und Haarbachtal. 
Neither site hosts species that would be vulnerable to wind turbines. Another site, SPA  
DE5640451 Elstergebirge, is located approximately 3 km North-East from the turbines. The 
Commission has no evidence that these sites would be negatively affected by the five wind 
turbines. 

As concerns noise effects, while there are no standards set at EU level, noise levels around the 
closest residential houses in Germany, Kleedorf village, approx. 412 m from the turbines, was 
verified on the basis of German legislation.

                                               
1 Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on the assessment of the effects of certain 

public and private projects on the environment, codifying Directive 85/337/EEC; OJ L 026, 28.1.2012
2 Screening link: http://portal.cenia.cz/eiasea/detail/EIA_KVK407
3 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the conservation of wild birds, 

codifying Directive 79/409/EEC; OJ L 020, 26.1.2010, p.7
4 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21.5.1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora; 

OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p.7
5 European Commission (2010): Guidance document on wind energy developments and Natura 2000. Link: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/Wind_farms_de.pdf
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The EIA does not require assessment of impacts on tourism as this is not an environmental 
impact. 

Conclusions

On the basis of the information delivered by the Petitioner and documents made publicly 
available by the national authorities, no breach of EU legislation has been identified by the 
Commission.


