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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner suggests, in view of the risks that budget cuts pose to the Erasmus university 
exchange programme, that incentives to university mobility be provided through 
accommodation exchanges between students of different nationalities. 

Hence, a family planning to send their child to study abroad under the Erasmus Programme 
would look to accommodate a foreign student, thereby ensuring there are no additional costs.

The petition also emphasises the importance of the Erasmus Programme in the development 
of multilingual European education.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2013

Since the beginning of the programme in 1987, Erasmus has provided over three million 
European students with the opportunity to go abroad and study at a higher education 
institution or train in a company. This has provided significant support for the improvement of 
student's skills, enhancing their experience and personal development, and increasing their 
employment opportunities, as skills acquired by the programme (linguistic, intercultural and 
adaptability to new situations) are highly valued by employers. 
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The new programme, Erasmus+, which will be launched in the beginning of 2014, will build 
on the success of the current Erasmus programme and other programmes in the field of 
education, training, youth and sport. The mobility of students will be the core of the new 
programme, and this is reflected in the figures; if the foreseen agreement is confirmed by the 
European Parliament and the Council, the budget of the programme will be increased by 40%, 
compared to the current programmes in these fields, and at least 63% of the total budget will 
be dedicated to learning mobility of individuals. Erasmus+ will give around two million 
higher education students the opportunity to study or train abroad. 

As the petition underlines, matters related to housing are extremely important. Finding secure 
accommodation for an affordable price is one of the keys to the success of a mobility 
experience. This is why the Erasmus Charter for Higher Education, a pre-requisite for all 
higher education institutions wanting to participate in Erasmus+, has been reinforced with 
new principles, including that higher education institutions should "provide guidance to 
incoming mobile participants in finding accommodation". Inter-institutional agreements 
between higher education institutions participating in Erasmus+ have also been reinforced 
with provisions on housing at the partner institutions. Student associations, such as the 
Erasmus Student Network, can also provide helpful support to students with accommodation 
and practical integration in general. 

The Commission supports initiatives, such as that proposed by the petitioner, to promote the 
exchange of accommodation of students during their mobility periods. While it is not possible 
to arrange this on a one to one basis or to make it a compulsory element of the programme, 
because of the variety of starting dates and periods and the imbalance of flows between 
institutions and participating countries, the Commission welcomes civil society initiatives to 
facilitate the exchange and re-use of student accommodation. Several internet platforms exist 
to support students who go on exchange or traineeship and want to rent out their room or find 
a room abroad (http://www.housinganywhere.com/; http://erasmusu.com/; 
http://en.erasm.us/). Such initiatives can help institutions with increasing the supply of short-
stay housing for incoming exchange students and in addition provide some extra financial 
support for students during their exchange by renting out their room. Students' families can 
also search for- and make offers of- accommodation through these websites.


