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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1838/2012 by by Ramona Riscau (Romanian), on funding for eligible 
projects under the EAFRD (measure 141) in Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner reports that letters confirming eligibility were sent for 11 430 projects 
submitted under measure 141 - support for semi-subsistence farms, but that the corresponding 
funding applications were subsequently rejected. The petitioner also complains that the 
authorities either do not divulge all the relevant information or present inaccurate information.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2013

The Rural Development Programmes (RDP) approved by the European Commission establish 
the scope of the measures (objectives, eligibility criteria, conditions to be respected, 
beneficiaries, etc.) to be supported by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD). Member States are also required to establish selection criteria as a basis for 
targeting EU support. Selection criteria are used to identify and prioritise those projects and/or 
beneficiaries which best meet the objectives of a particular support measure, and so can best 
contribute to the realisation of the overall strategic objectives identified up by the Member 
State in its programme. 

According to the principle of ‘shared management’, the selection of projects under the RDP is 
a competence of the Managing Authority. The European Commission does not intervene in 
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this process.

However, the eligibility of a project does not create a right to access EU funding. Under the 
Romanian RDP, each call for proposals has a financial allocation announced in advance by 
the relevant national authorities. When the number of projects received exceeds the financial 
allocation of the call, which is the case described in the petition; all eligible projects are 
scored against the selection criteria listed in the text of the Romanian RDP.

The selection criteria applied for applicants under the measure 141 ‘Support for semi-
subsistence farms’ are the following

- to be part of an associative form recognized according to the national legislation in -
force, with at least 6 months before the launch of the session for which the applicant  
applying (for example: producer groups, cooperatives etc.); 

- to apply also for the agri-environment measure;

- to be located in an LFA area;

- to be owned by a young farmer;

- to make an investment, especially an investment to ensure  compliance with the 
Community standards.

The scoring (points) granted to each of these criteria are decided by the Managing Authority 
of the Romanian RDP after consultation with the Programme Monitoring Committee. It 
should be noted that the principle ‘first came, first served’ was never used when selecting 
projects under the measure 141 ‘Support for semi-subsistence farms’ of the Romanian RDP, 
as indicated in the petition.

Likewise, the Monitoring Committee establishes the maximum number of calls of proposals 
that can be launched per measure/year. The Romanian Managing Authority was entitled to 
open maximum two calls for measure 141 in this case, but decided to open only one.  

Similarly, when selecting the projects to be financed, the responsible national authorities must 
grant priority to applications that best match the selection criteria and not only aim to meet the 
target number of holdings receiving support, without any other qualitative assessment of 
individual projects.  

For any questions regarding the reasons for rejection of individual projects, the petitioner 
should address herself to the Managing Authority responsible for the implementation of the 
RDP (The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania)

Conclusion

The selection of projects is under the competence of the Managing Authorities in the Member 
States. For any further details, the petitioner needs to contact the Romanian authorities 
responsible for the RDP implementation, including selection of individual projects for 
support.


