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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1939/2012 by Milen Iliev (Bulgarian), on supporting flavoured 
cigarettes in the EU

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is against the proposed ban of flavoured cigarettes in the EU. He believes that 
choosing to smoke should remain a part of citizen's freedoms and banning of flavours could 
set a dangerous precedent.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2013

The petitioner argues that choosing to smoke should remain the right of all citizens and, while 
acknowledging the harm that smoking causes, believes that legal, non-harmful flavours 
should be allowed. The petitioner believes a ban on flavours sets a dangerous legal precedent 
and that flavours should remain the choice of consumers. The petitioner agrees with larger 
health warnings on packages. 

The Commission's observations 

The Commission's proposal on the revision of the Tobacco Products Directive does not place 
in question the right of all citizens of legal age to choose to smoke. The proposal seeks to 
further harmonise the internal market for tobacco products in a way that reflects their harmful 
impact on citizens' health. As such, the proposal seeks to limit the appeal of certain tobacco 
products which have been shown to encourage and facilitate smoking uptake, in particular 
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amongst young people. As the Commission's impact assessment has demonstrated, cigarettes 
with characterising flavours, such as menthol, facilitate uptake by masking tobacco harsh 
taste, thereby attracting young consumers in particular. Also in relative terms the consumption 
of these tobacco products is increasing in an overall declining market for tobacco. 

In addition, it should be pointed out that the Commission's proposal does not seek to prohibit 
individual flavours but rather tobacco products with characterising flavours, thereby 
continuing to allow for product differentiation.

Conclusion

The Commission believes that the measures it has proposed are proportionate and in line with 
the legal basis to facilitate the functioning of the internal market, taking as a basis a high level 
of public health. The revision of the Tobacco products Directive is at the moment under 
negotiation with the Council and the European Parliament. The final outcome of these 
deliberations is not yet known.


