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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1354/2012 by A.M.A. (Spanish), on the facilities of the Barcelona Zoo

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces that the facilities of the Barcelona Zoo do meet the standards and 
provisions stipulated in the Council Directive 1999/22/EC relating to the keeping of wild 
animals in zoos, or in the Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97 on the protection of species of 
wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein. The petitioner denounces that the animals in 
the Barcelona Zoo are kept in deplorable conditions, and attaches 31 documents in order to 
provide evidence.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 February 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 December 2013

Council Directive 1999/22/EC of 29 March 1999 relating to the keeping of wild animals in 
zoos1 (the Zoos Directive) was adopted with the objective to promote wild animal species 
protection and conservation by strengthening the role of zoos in the conservation of 
biodiversity. This is to be achieved by Member States adopting measures for the licensing and 
inspection of zoos in order to ensure that zoos respect the foreseen conservation and 
protection measures including appropriate accommodation of the animals.

                                               
1

OJ L 94, 9.4.1999, p. 24–26



PE527.877v01-00 2/2 CM\1015851EN.doc

EN

It is primarily the responsibility of the competent authorities in each Member State to ensure 
that the provisions of the Zoos Directive are correctly applied, including through monitoring 
of compliance with the conditions established in each zoo license to enforce the requirements 
of Article 3. 

Council Directive 1999/22/EC was transposed into Spanish law by Law 31/2003 of 27 
October on the conservation of wild fauna in zoos. The Commission has previously pursued 
the horizontal implementation of the Zoos Directive in Spain, leading to the European Union 
Court of Justice's judgement of 9 December 2010 (Case C-340/09), by which the Court 
declared the failure by Spain to fulfil its obligations on licencing and inspections under the 
Zoos Directive. The case was closed only after the adoption by the Spanish authorities of all 
the necessary measures in relation to all the concerned zoological establishments. Currently, 
the Commission does not have any evidence of any horizontal failure by Spain to fulfil its 
obligations on licensing and inspections under the Zoos Directive. 

The current petition concerns in particular the Zoo of Barcelona. The information provided by 
the petitioner does not provide solid evidence to conclude that the conditions under which 
animals are kept in the Barcelona zoo do not satisfy the biological and conservation 
requirements of the individual species. Furthermore, the petitioner does not explain whether 
this situation has been brought to the attention of national competent authorities so that they 
could take the necessary action to ensure that provisions of the Zoos Directive are correctly 
applied, in accordance with Article 4 of the Directive. No information about the licensing and 
inspection system implemented for the Barcelona zoo has been provided. 

Conclusion

On the basis of the information provided by the Petitioner, it has not been possible for the 
Commission to determine a breach of the Zoos Directive for the Barcelona zoo. Furthermore, 
no information has been provided on the implementation of the licensing and monitoring 
system by the national competent authorities for the Zoo of Barcelona. Therefore, the 
Commission does not intend to adopt any further measure at this stage. 

Nevertheless, should the Commission receive any well substantiated evidence of the lack or 
failure of the licensing and inspection system to ensure compliance with the objectives of the 
Zoos Directive in the Zoo of Barcelona, it would undertake all the necessary measures to 
ensure full compliance with the European legislation. 


