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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1533/2012, by Monika Pape (German), on flooding in her home as a 
result of drainage problems 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who purchased a house in 1996 in Sülzetal in the German state of Saxony-
Anhalt, maintains that the EU-funded construction of an industrial estate in the municipality 
has led to rising ground water levels, causing flooding in her home and leaving her cellar 
permanently under water. She indicates that, when the industrial estate was built, areas were 
covered with waterproof materials, which meant that rainwater no longer draining away 
through the soil had to be diverted along a channel close to the petitioner's home, an 
arrangement inadequate to cope with the flow volume, leaving the land on which the 
petitioner's home and around 25 other homes are located permanently waterlogged. Referring 
to Commission statements on the need to prevent soil deterioration, the petitioner wishes to 
know if the water drainage structures in her municipality are in accordance with the 
Commission's soil and water policies. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 May 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 December 2013
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The Floods Directive1 covers flooding which arises from groundwater sources in areas identified 
at risk of flooding. Member States need to establish flood risk management plans focused on 
prevention, protection and preparedness by 2015. However, the Directive is not prescriptive as to 
the levels of risk that need to be addressed, nor to the levels of protection afforded by the 
Member States.

The proposal for a Soil Framework Directive2, adopted by the European Commission in 2006, 
would provide for the protection of soil functions, including water absorption by soils. The 
proposal is, however, currently blocked in the Council and has never been passed into law.

Conclusion

The Commission regrets the apparent difficult situation of the petitioner. However, as the 
Member States are responsible for setting the level of flood protection and in absence of 
applicable EU legislation on soil protection, the situation of the petitioner can only be redressed 
at national level.

                                               
1 Directive 2007/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on the assessment 

and management of flood risks (OJ L 288, 6.11.2000, p27).

2 COM(2006) 232.


